
 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     I continue to miss us gathering together. I miss hearing the choir sing. I miss 
passing by the Companions Sunday School Class and hearing the blessed 
conversation. I miss seeing the Preschoolers dart around our hallways, marveling at 
miracle after miracle. I miss seeing the Scouts practice flag ceremonies in full 
uniform and earn merit badges on everything under the sun.  
 

     I think there’s a part of this season we’re in with COVID-19 that feels as if it is 
all some kind of bad soap opera that we can just the change the channel on. There’s 
part of us that thinks this surely isn’t real, and we’ve been fed misinformation by 
politicians or news media. There’s part of us that thinks we should be congregating 
together, right now, and be done with all of this. That is an understandable human 
reaction in any time of crisis. 
 

     There is no doubt that it will happen, sometime, that we will return to our 
church building. But the old normal will not return when we do gather together in 
person again. I don’t know how it will look different, but the world we live in has 
changed, whether we wanted it to, or not. 
 

     So what do we do about it? Are we to focus on God’s Word? Absolutely. Are 
we to pray without ceasing? Definitely. Are we to tune into online worship? Yes, 
as we are best able. But what else are we to do? 
 

     We are called to bear good fruit (Galatians 5:22-23). 
 

     May is my favorite month, a time I am often in my vegetable garden. And as I 
tend to the weeds growing quickly and the vines inching along slowly, I am 
reminded that good fruit is born in time, never immediately.  
 

     This month also marks my 15 year wedding anniversary. When I officiate a 
wedding the Love Chapter (aka 1st Corinthians 13) is often lifted up as a model. 
The end of the passage in verse 13 sums it up well, “And now faith, hope, and love 
remain. And the greatest of these is love.” This passage should remind us this kind 
of work, this good fruit, is a product of time. 
 

     For faith is an act of practicing over and over again living with our courage and 
conviction. Hope is born out of striving and longing, but also from the seeds of 
patience. And love? Well, if anything, love bears the marks of practice, and it has 
learned the wisdom of knowing when and how long to wait. 
 

     So be about the steady work of bearing good fruit. There is a great harvest 
coming, and I want to be ready to pick much good fruit when it happens! 
 
Grace and Peace,        
Pastor Don 
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“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.” 
—Lady Bird Johnson  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Debt-free, by grace 
 
Visiting with her passenger, Uber driver Latonya 
Young mentioned her determination to finish college 
— and a $700 debt that barred her from enrolling in 
more classes. “Every time I got ready to pay the 
money, my kids needed something,” she said later. “I 
said, ‘Okay, I’ll just wait.’” 
 
To Young’s great surprise, a few days after that Uber 
conversation, she learned that her customer, Kevin 
Esch, had paid her debt; she could reenroll! In 
response, Young persevered to finish her degree with 
strong grades. “When he paid the balance, I had to do 
this for him,” she said of Esch, who attended her 
graduation. 
 
Young’s self-sacrifice for her children and Esch’s self
-sacrifice for a stranger both pale, of course, in 
comparison to Jesus’ sacrifice of his very life to save 
us. Like Young held back by debt, we were captive to 
sin until “the Son of Man came … to give his life as a 
ransom” (Matthew 20:28, ESV). Young did nothing 
to earn Esch’s gift, and we can do nothing to earn 
salvation. But as she responded by using the gift to its 
fullest, we embrace God’s gift by living in 
thanksgiving and praise, love and service.  
 
 

 

Trust the artist 
 
We must offer ourselves to God 
like a clean, smooth canvas and not 
worry ourselves about what God 
may choose to paint on it, but at 
each moment, feel only the stroke 
of his brush. … It is the same with 
a piece of stone. Each blow from 
the sculptor’s chisel makes it feel 

… as if it were being destroyed. … All I know is that 
I must stay immobile in the hands of the sculptor. … I 
have no idea what he is doing … but I know his work 
is the best possible. 
 
—Jean Pierre de Caussade  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The birth of  Mother’s Day 
 

Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948) loved her mother dearly. 
It was Miss Jarvis who first suggested a national day 
to honor all mothers. At a memorial service for her 
mother on May 10, 1908, Anna gave a carnation, her 
mother’s favorite flower, to each person in 
attendance. Within a few years, the idea to honor 
mothers gained popularity, and Mother’s Day was 
soon observed annually in many large cities of the 
United States. 
 
On May 9, 1914, by an act of congress, President 
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday of 
May as Mother’s Day. He established the day as a 
time for “public expression of our love and reverence 
for the mothers of our country.” By then, it had 
become customary to wear white carnations in honor 
of departed mothers and red carnations to honor the 
living. The custom continues to this day.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Someday 
 

“Someday” is a snake whose tongue has mastered the 
talk of deception. “Someday,” it hisses, “I’ll take her 
on that cruise...we’ll have time to sit and chat...” 
 
But you know the truth before I even write it, don’t 
you? Someday never comes! Wise up! Invest the 
time. Send the flowers. Write the letter. Make the 
apology. Take the trip. Purchase the gift. Do it! The 
seized opportunity brings joy — the neglected one 
brings only regret! 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 

 

Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
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Relay For Life Update 

 

Relay For Life is all about togetherness, and even 
though we can’t currently be face-to-face, we’ll 
continue fighting as one supportive community.  
Cancer has not stopped during this pandemic. 
 
This is why Benbrook has made the decision to  
Keep Calm and #Relay On! What does this mean?  
A Come and Go Online Day of Giving scheduled  
from 9am-9pm Saturday, May 2.  Final details  
will be emailed to you soon.   
 
The COVID-19 crisis has changed the way we Relay, 
but it hasn’t stopped our mission. Right now, cancer 
patients are among the most vulnerable and need our 
help more than ever.  
 

The funds we raise through Relay For Life will not 
only honor survivors and remember loved ones, but 
also help give cancer patients and their families the 
resources they need, like free rides to chemo, free 
places to stay near hospitals, and a live 24/7 help 
line for answers and support. 
 

For the last 16 years BUMC has had a team 
supporting Relay For Life.  It’s not too late to join  
our fundraising efforts.  Together, we’ll be a part of 
making a difference in this important cause.   
 
BUMC Team Captain  -  Jane McMillan 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Grin and bear it 
 

A preacher decided to skip worship services one 
Sunday and head to the hills to do some bear hunting 
instead. As the man rounded a corner, he collided 
with a huge bear and tumbled down the mountain, 
losing his rifle and breaking both legs in the process. 
The bear charged toward him, but the preacher 
couldn’t move. 
 
“Oh, Lord,” he prayed, “I’m so sorry for skipping 
church today. Please forgive me and grant me just one 
wish: Please turn that bear into a Christian!” 
 
Instantly, the bear screeched to a halt, fell to its knees, 
clasped its front paws together and began praying 
aloud at the preacher’s feet. 
 
“Dear Lord,” the bear said, “bless this food I am 
about to receive. Amen.” 

 
A prayer for 

Memorial Day 
 

We remember, O Lord, all 
those people throughout the 
years who have made the 
supreme sacrifice for our 
country, for liberty, for us. 
Whenever we breathe the air 
of freedom or claim the right to justice or enjoy the 
privilege of worship, fill us with gratitude for those 
who selflessly gave the last full measure of devotion 
— their very lives — for our benefit. 
 
May these brave men and women now know the joy 
of eternity and your presence. And may the families of 
the fallen receive comfort and peace amid their grief. 
Help us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“We are not here to be successful. We are 
here to be faithful.” 
—Mother Teresa  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 
 

Celebrations  
 
 

Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

 

 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Doris Smith 
Joyce Warhurst 
Diane & Ron Meyer 
Greg Johnson 
Dr. David Rhodes Kievlan 
Jimmy Montgomery 
Greg Gibson 
Angela Zarate 
Patricia Clayton 
 

 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
 
Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 
Police Officers and Firefighters 
 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston   
 
Assisted Living                  Nursing Facilities                     
Theda Kornegay  Aggie Cassady 
Dell Smith  Jane Johnson 
Barbara Spears  Joyce Kimberlin 
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


