
 

 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
     August is here and unfortunately COVID-19 is still with us as well. As I 
prayed about what instruction and encouragement could be found in the 
Bible during a time like this, I kept being steered gently to the Gospel of 
Matthew. Specifically, Matthew’s Gospel mentions a phrase, “the Kingdom 
of Heaven” no less than 29 times. 
 
     As I delved deeper, I realized several of Jesus’ parables were contained 
in these verses. Something else struck me, something that seemed a bit 
buried under it all. Several of Jesus’ parables talk about the Kingdom of 
Heaven, not in a grandiose and super-sized sort of way, but in a tiny, but 
Almighty way. 
 
     Our new sermon series, “Tiny, But Almighty: Pandemic Proof Parables” 
will kick off the first Sunday of August. We’ll cover the Parable of the 
Weeds, the Pearl of Great Price, the Mustard Seed, and the Leaven. Several 
of the parables are so tiny that if you blink when reading Matthew, you 
might miss them. Yet, like a seminary professor once told me, studying the 
Bible is a bit like peeling an onion. A treasure that is small and hidden 
underground turns out when dusted off to have layer after layer of meaning. 
 
     With our lives in pandemic mode to the point that discouragement, 
depression, anxiety, even anger can set in and gnaw us through, it’s hopeful 
to take comfort that God is at work in the little things of our lives. And if 
God is attending to the details for sparrows, how much more will God attend 
to us? 
 
     You can join us for Sunday morning worship at 11 AM on either 
benbrookumc.org , youtube.com , or facebook.com. And make sure to keep 
lifting the church up in this time. You may think your prayers, but they are 
definitely Almighty! 
 
      
 
Grace and Peace,         
Pastor Don 
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“Every saint has a past. Every sinner has a 
future.”  —Stanley Hauerwas  
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Usher duty 
 

It’s human nature to sometimes slip into 
judgmentalism and arrogance: “I’d never do 
what she did!” we think or say. Or “People who [fill 
in the blank] shouldn’t call themselves Christians. 
They don’t belong in the church.” Jesus clearly said, 
“Judge not, that you be not judged” (Matthew 7:1, 
ESV) and, memorably, made his point with the image 
of a speck in someone else’s eye and a log in one’s 
own. 
 
In Love Does (Thomas Nelson), Bob Goff reflects 
further on what Jesus’ response would be when we 
put ourselves in positions of authority over others: 
“[Jesus] said people who followed him should think 
of themselves more like ushers rather than the 
bouncers, and it would be God who decides who gets 
in. We’re the ones who simply show people to their 
seats that someone else paid for.” 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

“God has given us two hands: one to receive 
with and the other to give with. We are not 
cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels 
made for sharing.”—Billy Graham  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being 
can receive. It is a bond beyond common goals, 
common interests or common histories. It is a bond 
stronger than sexual union can create, deeper than a 
shared fate can solidify and even more intimate than 
the bonds of marriage or community. 
 
Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, 
even when we cannot increase the joy or decrease the 
sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives nobility and 
sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life shine 
brightly.—Henri Nouwen  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When you can't see 
 

The sun was sinking below the horizon when the 
sightseer approached the Grand Canyon’s North Rim. 
By the time she reached the overlook, night had 
fallen. Before her was one of the world’s most 
spectacular views, yet she couldn’t see it. 
 
When darkness closes in around us, we’re tempted to 
think we’re alone and nothing is left. But our senses 
can deceive us; for though we may see no trace of it, 
we just might be on the brink of something 
spectacular. Hang on to hope, “for we walk by faith, 
not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7, NRSV). 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

To tell the truth 
 

To prepare for a sermon on honesty, a pastor asked 
church members to read Joshua 25. The next week, he 
asked, “How many of you read it?” Half the hands in 
the church went up. 
 
“Great,” the pastor said. “You’re the ones I want to 
talk to…because Joshua has only 24 chapters.” 
 
—From The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart, Charles 
Swindoll 

 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 

 

All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Words of  thanks 

 
2020 marks the tenth year Benbrook UMC has 
supported Cook Children’s Prayer Bear ministry.  
Thanks to everyone who was able to participate this 
year. Special thanks to Lynn James for delivering 97 
bears in July. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Back-to-school humor 
 

What kind of school do you go to if you’re … 
… an ice cream man? Sundae school 
… a giant? High school 
… a surfer? Boarding school 
… King Arthur? Knight school 
 
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water? 
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O 
Teacher: What are you talking about? 
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O. 
 
Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New 
York at 250 miles per hour as a person from New 
York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. Where 
did they meet? 
Student: In jail! 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A back to school prayer 
 

Almighty God, We give thanks for all our teachers 
and administrators.  Thank you for the way in which 
they give of themselves each day serving and 
instructing the next generation. Fill their hearts with 
courage at this uncertain and difficult time. Fill them 
with your strength, wisdom, peace, and joy.  
 

Lord, we pray that you will help students and parents 
as they begin this new school year and allow each 
student to feel your presence and blessings every day. 
We pray they will not be afraid because Your Word 
encourages us to be strong and courageous. We pray 
that you will open the eyes of every student to receive 
new challenges.  Give them a spirit of enthusiasm, 
motivation and self-discipline. Give every parent a 
spirit of understanding so that they will effectively 
listen to the needs of their child. Allow every student 
and parent to support teachers as they educate 
children of all ages. to do the best they can this year. 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Preschool update 

 
Due to concerns of safety for teachers and children, 
the Preschool Board has voted not to begin Preschool 
in August.  Because of the CDC guidelines it will be 
very difficult to offer all of the normal activities for 
the children as well.  The Board will reevaluate in late 
October to determine if classes can resume in January. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Education is learning what you didn’t 
even know you didn’t know.” 
—Daniel J. Boorstin  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A dark and stormy night 

 
During a loud summer thunderstorm, a mother tucked 
her son into bed. As she turned off the light, he asked 
with a tremor, “Mommy, will you sleep with me 
tonight?” 
 
The mother smiled and gave her son a reassuring hug. 
“I can’t, dear,” she said. “I have to sleep in Daddy’s 
room.” 
 
After a long silence, the boy replied, “The big sissy.” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

 

 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Cleve Perry 
Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Randy Ellis 
Doris Smith 
Dr. David Rhodes Kievlan 
Tessa Trimble 
Jimmy Montgomery 
Greg Gibson 
Patricia Clayton 
 

 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
 
Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 
Community First Responders 
 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston   
 
Assisted Living                  Nursing Facilities                     
Theda Kornegay  Aggie Cassady 
Dell Smith  Joyce Kimberlin 
Barbara Spears   
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


