
 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
     As October rolls around, we continue to feel the effects of the pandemic. 
And as we enter this month, there’s probably no better time to talk about a 
human emotion we all experience, fear. 
 
     Fear is part of the natural response to what has gone on. There is the fear 
of catching the virus. There is the fear of spreading the virus. There is the 
fear surrounding work, where a job is being scaled back to reduce pay and 
benefits, the depression connected to a layoff, or the devastation of being let 
go altogether. There is the fear of financial loss to any and all investments. 
There is the fear that we may not have enough money to pay the rent or the 
power bill. There is the fear that we may have to choose between putting 
food on the table and deciding which medicines are essential this month. 
These are just some of the fears that COVID-19 has put front and center in 
so many of our lives and the lives of our neighbors. 
 
     Sometimes I hear people say that we do not need to be afraid. I hear 
people say that by being afraid we let the devil win. I hear people say that 
fear is only for people who aren’t strong enough in their faith. And I think 
when these things get said, we are painting false dichotomies. We are 
creating an either/or picture in a world that is much, much more complex 
than it may appear. I think the attempt to get a handle on fear is a noble and 
worthy attempt. But we have to be careful to think we solve everything by 
simply swiping left or right on a screen or in life. 
 
     Loving our neighbor means not only showing mercy, as the lawyer tells 
Jesus in Luke 10. As followers of Jesus in the shadow of the cross, it also 
means engaging in sacrifice. The Samaritan, in hostile Jewish territory, 
bandaged the beaten man’s wounds, put him on his own animal thereby 
denying himself, boarded him at a nearby inn, and offered to repay whatever 
more was spent while he was away. When we realize that the contrast is not 
between fear and faith, but between fear and love, sacrificing our ways of 
life to aid the vulnerable is life-giving mercy for our neighbors in need. How 
will we respond in sacrifice? How will we show love? That is how we 
follow Christ and beat back this virus of fear. 
 
Grace, Mercy, Wisdom, and Peace,     
Pastor Don 

OCTOBER 2020   OCTOBER 2020 

The Spirit... 

Benbrook United Methodist  Church  

 

Vision Statement:  Our vision is for Benbrook UMC to be Benbrook’s vibrant, loving, Christ-
centered fellowship for worship and witness, united in mission and service to our neighbors. 

Focused on Christ; 
United in Prayer 

BUMC Staff 
 

Rev. Don Petty 
  Senior Pastor 

 
Cindy Merworth 

 Director of Music 
 

Quanzhou Yan 
Pianist 

 
Terry Grant 

   Preschool Director 
 

Jane McMillan 
Administrative Assistant 

Director of Children’s Ministry 



 

 

PAGE 2 

 

We are closer to God when we are asking 
questions than when we think we have the 
answers. —Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A lesson in appreciation 
 

During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor 
overheard a group discussing various congregational 
leaders over the years. Her ears perked up when an 
older member said, “Whenever someone asks which 
of our pastors I liked best, my answer is always, ‘The 
one we have at any given time is my favorite.’” 
 
What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what a 
great lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month.  October 
11 is designated as Pastor Appreciation Day.  God 
sends each shepherd to us with a specific set of 
spiritual gifts and then works through those gifts to 
bless us. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

In Communion 
 

n 1936, a group of pastors launched World-Wide 
Communion Day. Amid the Great Depression, they 
were looking for a way to meet people’s spiritual 
needs and unite Christians in their dedication to 
Christ. 
 

The observance, now known as World Communion 
Sunday, is held on the first Sunday of October. For 
eight decades, it has served as a reminder that 
Christians around the globe share the same meal in 
remembrance of Jesus.  

 
Reformation cornerstones 

 
Every October, many Protestants celebrate the work 
of reformers who brought about much-needed change 
in the Christian church. At the center of their 
contributions were four teachings: 
 
• Scripture alone: The supremacy of the Bible as the 
surest guide for faith and life. 
 
• Grace alone: The supremacy of God’s undeserved 
love. God counts us “right” with him when we accept 
his free gifts of forgiveness and salvation. 
 
• Faith alone: The supremacy of faith. Only by 
believing and trusting in God’s promises, and through 
no works or achievement of our own, do we receive 
eternal life. 
 
• The priesthood of all believers: Christians are 
“members of one another” (Ephesians 4:25, NRSV). 
In God’s eyes, Christians are all on the same level. 
We each have a ministry to fulfill to one another and 
to people outside the faith. Martin Luther said we’re 
“reciprocally and mutually one.” 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 

 

All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   

 

 

SOCKTOBER 

Sock Drive 
Benefitting Union Gospel Mission 

Help Warm Their Soles 
 

Donations of NEW socks 

will be accepted Monday, Oct. 5  

thru Thursday, Oct. 15 
 

Drop off at church office 

Monday - Thursday  9am - 3pm 
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Military Care update 

 

Please phone or send a card to celebrate the following 
birthdays.   
 

         October 1    Bryan Dames 
 

  October 20  Don Clark 
 

  October 26  Thurman Hefty 
 
  

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  They make great sacrifices to protect our 
freedom.     
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and 
also to love our enemies: probably because 
they are generally the same people. 
—G.K. Chesterton  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Office closed 

 
The church office will be closed Monday, Oct. 19 thru 
Thursday, Oct. 23.  Pastor Don can be reached at  
276 685-1999. 

 

Words of  thanks 
 

Thank you so much for the special “Happy 98th 
Birthday Drive By.”  What a wonderful surprise treat 
for me from such thoughtful caring members of our 
church family.  It was just an extra helping of icing on 
my birthday cake!  I miss seeing everyone on 
Sundays and look forward to the day we can all be 
together again.  With love and appreciation to all. 
Marge Cole 

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unprecedented love 
 

Whether you understand it or not, God loves you, is 
present in you, lives in you, dwells in you, calls you, 
saves you and offers you an understanding and 
compassion which are like nothing you have ever 
found in a book or heard in a sermon. 
 
—Thomas Merton, The Hidden Ground of Love 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A simmering idea 
 

During a lesson on 1 Kings 18, a Sunday school 
teacher explained the confrontation between the 
prophet Elijah and the false prophets of Baal. He 
described how Elijah built the altar, placed wood on 
it, prepared the bull, laid it on the altar and instructed 
God’s people to pour water over the altar. 
 
“Now,” the teacher asked, “can anyone tell me why 
they would’ve poured water over the animal?” 
 
A girl eagerly raised her hand and answered, “To 
make the gravy!” 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome new baby 

 
Congratulations to Dee Gibson on the 
birth of her sixth great grandchild.  
Ada Rose was joyfully welcomed on 
September 6. Our prayers are with 
the family as they celebrate this 
blessing in their lives. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 
 

Celebrations  
 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

Theda Kornegay 
Patricia Clayton 
Ruth Vestal 

 
Ongoing 
need for 
prayer 
 
 

 
 

Ben Feigenbaum 
Dr. David Rhodes Kievlan 
Tessa Trimble 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
 
Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 
Community First Responders 
 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston   
 
Assisted Living                  Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith  Aggie Cassady 
Barbara Spears  Joyce Kimberlin 
Linda Sullivan     
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


