
 

 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
As we make our way through this long and unpredictable year, we have now 
arrived at November. With November comes the inevitable celebration of 
Thanksgiving. As I have no doubt noted before, Thanksgiving is my favorite 
holiday. It used to be my favorite because of rich food, extended family get-
togethers, floats and bands marching to Macy’s in New York City for the parade, 
and passing around the pigskin on the television. Some might say we’ve 
stretched the original historical meaning a bit, but at its core, it’s always been 
about giving thanks. 
 
Perhaps we ought to transform November into Thanksgember. It’s hardly 
adequate to say we should give thanks just one day a year. It is, after all, one of 
the lines we say every week in a call and response during Holy Communion, 
right? 
 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
I’m proposing that this year the eleventh month be renamed Thanksgember. 
Frankly, we need to focus a bit longer on the things we are thankful for. Here’s a 
list that you can participate in during your prayer and devotional time. Pin it to 
your fridge or bathroom mirror or wherever you will pass by it daily. If you are 
on the church’s Facebook page, you will see posts encouraging you with these 
same things every day. 
 
Nov. 1 - A word that makes you laugh     Nov. 16 - A well-received change 
Nov. 2 - A word that makes you hope      Nov. 17 - A difficult change 
Nov. 3 - A gift you have received       Nov. 18 - Something old 
Nov. 4 - A technological device       Nov. 19 - Something new 
Nov. 5 - A friendship         Nov. 20 - A time of day 
Nov. 6 - A family member        Nov. 21 - A season of the year 
Nov. 7 - Something big        Nov. 22 - A tradition 
Nov. 8 - Something small        Nov. 23 - A detail 
Nov. 9 - An ability you have        Nov. 24 - A distraction 
Nov. 10 - An inability you have       Nov. 25 - A life changing book  
                                                                                  (besides the Bible) 
Nov. 11 - Something in nature       Nov. 26 - A food 
Nov. 12 - An answered prayer        Nov. 27 - A song 
Nov. 13 - An unanswered prayer       Nov. 28 - An activity 
Nov. 14 - A memory         Nov. 29 - A first world convenience 
Nov. 15 - A letter, e-mail, or text       Nov. 30 - A place of shelter 
  
Grace and Peace,        
Pastor Don        
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Office closed 
 

The church office will be closed Monday, Nov. 16 
thru Friday, Nov. 20.  Pastor Don can be reached at  
276 685-1999. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Opportunity to serve 

 
It’s difficult for young children to sit still for a long 
period of time without keeping their hands busy.  
Seeking a volunteer to assemble “Busy Bags” with 
items to help occupy preschoolers during Worship 
time.  Contact Jane McMillan during office hours for 
details.  817 249-1257 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The simplest prayer 
 

An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles 
reportedly loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened to 10 
hours of the TV show daily until he’d heard them all. 
One night, when Joybubbles was in a kind of awake 
dream state, he said Mr. Rogers visited him and 
offered to teach him how to pray. 
 
Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray because he 
always forgot the words. To which Mr. Rogers said 
not to worry; the prayer he’d teach had only three 
words. “What kind of prayer has only three words?” 
Joybubbles asked. 
 
“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied. 
—adapted from The Wired Word 

 
Words of  thanks 

 
Thank you church family for all of the continued 
prayers for me and Randy.  He is doing much better 
and managing daily tasks.  
Thanks be to God, Tami & Randy Ellis 

 
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the 
drive by for our 60th anniversary. We were thrilled to 
see many of our friends and enjoyed the decorations 
and well wishes. Bill and LaVerne 

 
Our Socktober Sock Drive was a huge success. Two 
hundred seventy three pairs of socks were delivered to 
Union Gospel Mission. Thanks to everyone who was 
able to contribute.   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A saintly party 

 
A priest told the children of his parish they could 
come trick-or-treating at the rectory, but only if they 
dressed up as a saint. So a group arrived on the eve of 
All Saints’ Day: one dressed as St. Anthony, one as 
St. Joseph, another in a St. Clare costume — and then 
a child dressed as a dog. 
 
“My boy,” exclaimed the priest, “you were supposed 
to come as a saint.” 
 
“I did!” replied the child. “I’m St. Bernard.” 

 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Update from Military Care 
 
Please phone or send a card to celebrate the following 
birthdays.   
 
 November 7  Gloria Canchola 
 

 November 21 Wayne Wilson  
 
Remember to honor all Veterans on Veteran’s Day, 
Wednesday, November 11. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Christmas Wreath  

Fundraiser 
 

Scout Troop 95 will be taking 
orders for fresh Christmas 
Wreaths after church service 
on November 8.  Wreaths will 
be delivered the first week of 
December and are guaranteed 
to last until Christmas.  You may also place orders in 
the office Monday, Nov. 2 through Thursday, Nov. 5.  

Make checks payable to Troop 95. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WestAid Food Drive 
 
WestAid will collect the following items for their 
Holiday Meal Programs. 

 

You may bring donations to the church office 
no later than Wednesday, November 14. 

 
   Cranberry Sauce                Cornbread Mix 
 

   Stuffing/Dressing Mix    Canned Gravy 
 

   Green Beans                        Canned Fried Onions 

   Instant Masked Potatoes (Family Size) 

   Cream of Mushroom Soup    Package of Rolls 
 

Due to health standards all items need to be on site for 
quarantine by November 16.   
 

Cash donations are always appreciated.  If you would 
like to help this year please make checks payable to 
BUMC and write WestAid in the memo area. 
 

WestAid serves people living in area codes 76107, 
76116, and 76126. 

When asked if  my cup is half-empty or 

half-full, my only response is I’m thank-

ful I have a cup. Sam Lefkowitz 
 

Strangers no more 
 

Some people open their holiday meals to strangers, 
and one host even did so inadvertently. In 2016, Wan-
da Dench texted 17-year-old Jamal Hinton about 
Thanksgiving dinner, thinking she was contacting her 
grandson. When a skeptical Hinton requested a photo 
and received a selfie of someone with a different skin 
color, he chuckled — but then asked if he could still 
come eat! Thus began a new friendship and a new an-
nual tradition, which Hinton documents online. 
“Family is more than blood,” says Dench. “It’s the 
people you want to be with.” 
 
This year’s meal will be bittersweet, with an empty 
chair for Dench’s husband, who died of Covid-19 in 
April. To show support after that loss, Hinton sent his 
“grandma” a collection of loving video messages. 
Strangers worldwide expressed condolences to a 
woman who’d fully embraced a stranger. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 
 

Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

Bill Zorger   
 
 

 
 

Ongoing need for prayer 
 
 

 
 

Marge Cole 
Karen Witchley 
Sheila Wilson 
Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family                         

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 

Community First Responders 

   
 
 
 
   
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty  Lolly Pinkston 
Wayne & Jane Wilson             
    
 

Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith  Aggie Cassady 
Barbara Spears  Joyce Kimberlin   
Linda Sullivan   
                              
               
                        

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


