
Dear Church Family, 
 
     Sometimes it is easy to believe in perfect timing. When we imagine a fresh 
cooked pie, steaming and sweet, straight from the oven, just as the main dinner 
course is done, we envision perfect timing. Or when a football player for our favorite 
team makes a one handed catch in the end zone as the clock runs out, thereby 
winning the game, we celebrate perfect timing, maybe even with a victory dance of 
our own. 
 
     Perfect timing can seem a bit off in the Bible, at least at first glance. Jesus 
famously lingered in another town for four days only to have to raise Lazarus from 
death. It’s easy to side with Martha and Mary's frustration that Jesus’ timing was 
anything but perfect. And when the star appears to the wise men who came from the 
East to pay homage to Jesus, notifying King Herod results in the slaughter of 
countless Jewish boys. In addition, it also resulted in two years in exile in another 
country for Jesus and his parents. It certainly appears that the timing of the star is 
decidedly awful, not perfect. 
 
     What does it look like for us this December? Does life look full of perfect timing? 
Or on first glance (maybe even second too), does it appear anything but perfect? 
When will the vaccine really arrive for all of us? Will it be in time? When will 
school go back to normal? Will it be before the end of May? When will we be able to 
talk to other people not through a mask when we go out to the store? Will we ever 
see a time that doesn’t feel so weighed down with uncertainty? 
 
     Uncertainty is the order of the day. That may seem an oxymoron, but it's true. 
Uncertainty perfectly fits our world now, just as it did in Jesus’ day. There can be no 
better time for God to come among us, dwell with us, as Emmanuel, than when the 
world feels most uncertain, afraid, and worn down. There can be no better time for us 
to remember our own imperfections, our own need for saving, our own crying out in 
a not so silent night, echoing so many innocents so many years ago! 
 
     Pay attention to the uncertainty like a cloud that won't leave, but let it be a cause 
for even greater renewed hope. When your heart feels restless and your spirit 
anxious, replace worry with rebirth, sprinkling little seeds of love into everything 
you say and do. When the snakes hiss doubt and discouragement, and latch onto your 
heel with despair, tread on them with the renewed confidence, courage and 
conviction of the lion, for there is faith stronger than the deepest fear. 
Indeed, we affirm as we enter this Advent season, as we prepare our hearts for the 
Christ child, that Jesus returns anew to us, precisely when we need him most. In 
other words, he's right on time. 
 
Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
Pastor Don 
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Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
All church related 
activities have been 

suspended until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Jesus did not come to make God’s love 
possible, but to make God’s love visible.” 
—Author unknown  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ways to connect online 
 

Pastor Don offers a mid-week devotional around noon 
each Wednesday on Facebook    
 
Sunday Worship service is posted around 6:00 pm 
each Sunday on Facebook.  You may access the 
service on YouTube.com; search Benbrook UMC 
Online. It is also posted on our Benbrookumc.org 
website. 
 
Bible Study offered on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm via 
Zoom. 

 
Coffee Hour each Sunday morning at 10:00am.  
Connect with church members via Zoom.   
 
You must have a Zoom link to join the Bible Study 
and Coffee Hour.  Contact Pastor Don so he can send 
you the weekly links. 

 

 

Christmas Services 
 
The Longest Night service is scheduled for 6:00 pm 
on Monday, December 21. This short service is for 
those who are grieving change, loss, or death over the 
course of the last year. It’s not just for those who have 
lost loved ones, but also lost jobs, change in 
relationships, a pandemic and other forms of grief.  
 
Candlelight service is scheduled for 4:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve.  Bring family and friends to hear the 
Christmas story once again. Holy Communion will be 
offered. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Words of  Thanks 
 
A sincere thank you  to my church family for prayers 
for my mother and brother during their illness and 
passing.  Cindy Ellis 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Military Birthdays 
 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following December birthdays: 

 
 December 5 - Teri Houston-Martin 
 December 7 - Dee Gibson 
 December 8 - W. D. Jones 
 December 21 - Bill Moore 

 
Wishing all our veterans and active military a very 
Merry Christmas.  Stay Safe. - Military Care 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if 
there is room for Jesus.” —Neal A. Maxwell  

 
 

 

Wishing you the special joy that Christmas brings as God  

reveals His presence among us.  May this gift of love be your  

hope and strength now and in the New Year.   

 
Rev. Don Petty, Terry Grant, 

 Cindy Merworth, Jane McMillan 
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Office closed 
 

The church office will be closed for holiday break 
beginning noon Thursday, December 24.  We will 
return Monday, January 4.  Pastor Don can be reached 
at 276 685-1999. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mary and Martha update 
 

We will miss the fellowship, laughter and good food 
shared in our past annual Christmas parties. We wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.  Be  
safe. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remembering our Home Bound 
 

Each year we deliver a small Christmas gift to our 
home bound members to let them know they are 
remembered.  If you would like to donate to this 
ministry please mark your donation “Home Bound” 
and place it in the offering plate no later than Sunday, 
December 13. 
 

We will be providing gifts for 9 home bound members 
this year.  If you would consider delivering one of the 
gifts please text Kay Moreland at 817 980-4797 or 
email at kaymoreland@yahoo.com. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spirit of  Christmas giving 

 
 
 
 

  
We are providing gifts for ten residents of Benbrook 
Nursing Home.  No mittens/trees on windows this 
year. You will receive an email with the subject 
BUMC Christmas.  You will be able to view all gift 
needs and sign up for the ones you will provide. 
 

Wrap gifts and attach resident’s name tag securely to 
package. You may bring them to church on Sundays 
or drop them by the office during business hours.  
Gifts are due at the church by noon Tuesday, 
December 15.  Your generosity will benefit the 
elderly in our community and hopefully brighten your 
Christmas as well.  

 

Christmas traditions around the globe 
 

Although Americans celebrate the holiday with 
candlelight services, piles of gifts, large feasts, lights 
and trees, people in other countries mark Jesus’ birth in 
many interesting ways: 
 
• Nine days before Christmas in Mexico, Las Posadas 
processions reenact Joseph and Mary’s search for a 
place to stay in Bethlehem. 
 
• Instead of decorating trees, Italians place fruit on 
small wooden pyramids. 
 
• On Christmas Eve, the streets of Caracas, Venezuela, 
are blocked off so people can roller-skate to church. 
 
• Ukrainian Christmas trees often feature an artificial 
spider and web. According to a folk tale, a poor woman 
who couldn’t afford decorations awoke one Christmas 
morning to find that spiders had “trimmed” her 
children’s trees with delicate webs. 
 
• In Brazil, the gift-bringer is known as Papai Noel 
(Father Noel), who lives in Greenland, according to 
legend. When he arrives in Brazil, he wears silk 
clothing because of the summer heat. 
 
• It’s considered bad etiquette to send red Christmas 
cards in Japan because funeral notices are customarily 
printed in red. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

Joyce Kimberlin 
 
 
 

Ongoing need for prayer 
 
 

 
 

Scott James 
Tessa Trimble 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don and family      

Our Country’s Leaders                

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 

First Responders 

 

     
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty  Lolly Pinkston 
Ron Woodhull   

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                    
Dell Smith  Aggie Cassady 
Barbara Spears 
Linda Sullivan 
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


