
 

 

     Well, it’s that time of year again. It’s time to tear off the page on a brand new year. And 
with the New Year often come resolutions. Yet, as we get older many of us forego 
resolutions for a variety of reasons. When I’ve asked people, most seem to not make 
resolutions precisely because they are too challenging to keep. There might be a good deal 
of wisdom in that decision. There might also be a heaping dose of pessimism too. 
However, in light of many people’s ambitious goals and how 2020 actually panned out, we 
probably all fell short of what we wanted. 
 

     Paul writes to us from a jail cell in Philippians 4:11-13 these words, “Not that I am 
referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know 
what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I 
have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of 
being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 
 

     Often the words of verse 13 are quoted as a scripture that emboldens us to do 
challenging tasks, like, say, an ambitious New Year’s resolution. But it’s always important 
to take scripture in it’s larger context. And here we find that Paul has learned something 
different, namely, contentment. 
 

     Contentment is not about finding the power we need, but rather the peace we really 
desire. Contentment is not about wiping away all our doubts, but rather witnessing to our 
faults. Contentment is not about being someplace better than here, but rather becoming 
who God would have us to be. Contentment is not about living so loudly that we eliminate 
all fear, but rather listening so loudly for God’s still small voice. 
 

     John Wesley wrote a prayer of contentment that is often used in the New Year for 
Covenant Renewal Services. Perhaps cutting this out and putting it on your fridge will be a 
good focus for this year. 
 

“I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 

to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.” 

 

May you find contentment, and may it help you do all things, through Christ who strengthens you, 

Pastor Don
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“Forgiveness does not change the past, but 
it does enlarge the future.”  —Paul Boese 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A New Year’s Blessing… 
 
May God make your year a happy one!  

Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,  

But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;  

Not by making your path easy,  

But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  

Not by taking hardships from you,  

But by taking fear from your heart;  

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  

Not by making your life always pleasant,  

But by showing you when people and their causes 

need you most, and by making you anxious to be 

there to help.  

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 

ahead.  

                                                   —Author unknown   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

“The highest reward for a person's toil is not 
what they get for it, but what they become by 
it.” —John Ruskin  

 

 
Sufficient for the day 

 
John Newton (1725-1807), author of “Amazing 
Grace,” wrote: “We may easily manage if we will 
only take, each day, the burden appointed for it. But 
the load will ... be too heavy for us, if we carry 
yesterday's burden over again today, and then add 
tomorrow’s.” This maxim might be easy to dismiss 
unless we knew about Newton’s troubled life. 

Having been pressed into naval service and then 
slavery, Newton was finally rescued but became a 
slave-ship captain. He faced abuse, contemplated 
murder-suicide, suffered a stroke and was caught in a 
storm. When he cried out to God, the waves subsided, 
prompting a spiritual conversion for Newton, who 
became a priest and abolitionist. 

We never know how God will transform our sinful 
past into future good, but we can trust he will. That 
adds power to Newton’s advice, which echoes Jesus’ 
words: “Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble” (Matthew 6:34, ESV). 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it. 
Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it. 
Hatred darkens life; love illumines it.” 
—Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rock of  ages 
 

On walks, I enjoy searching for heart-shaped rocks. 
One day in 2020, I spotted a broken heart, which 
seemed fitting as illness, racism and suffering 
dominated the headlines. I thought of Psalm 34:18, 
NIV: “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and 
saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

Humans can be hard-hearted — pointing fingers, 
assuming the worst and failing to extend compassion. 
We often reject people who look, think or act 
differently from us. All these things break hearts, 
including God’s. Only with his help can we rise above 
hatred, learn to listen more than we speak, and 
express kindness, empathy and a willingness to learn. 

Jesus, be our rock as we face life’s brokenness. Stay 
near and start the healing. Amen.  —Julie Lee 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Words of  thanks 

 

Approximately 400 Christmas cards were delivered to 
deployed troops!  Thank you for your participation in 
this morale-boosting program.  
—Military Care Committee 
 
Thanks to everyone who provided gifts for  the Spirit 
of Christmas program last month.  I know your 
generosity blessed the nursing home residents.  
Hopefully it brightened your Christmas as well. 
 —Jane McMillan 
 
Thank you for the many well wishes and gifts of love 
extended to me during the Christmas season.  
—Jane McMillan 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Military birthday 

 
Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following January birthday: 
 
 

January 25 - Randy Welch 
 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  Happy New Year!   - Military Care 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
An ongoing goal 

 
Still searching for a New Year’s resolution? None is 
more worthy than becoming Christ-like. In fact, 19th-

century evangelist Henry 
Drummond calls it “the only 
thing in the whole world 
worth caring for.” 

Two modern-day authors 
offer more insights. Stormie 
Omartian points out that 
we’re either making progress 
or backsliding on this goal. 

“There is no neutral position in the Lord,” she writes. 
“You are either becoming more like Christ every day 
or you’re becoming less like him.” And followers of 
Jesus must keep the goal always in focus. Christ-
likeness is our “eventual destination,” writes Rick 
Warren, but the “journey will last a lifetime.” 

 
Waiting until God is heard 

 
We’re often taught that prayer is speaking to God. 
And of course, that’s part of it. It’s good to pray for 
the well-being and needs of others — even Jesus 
prayed for his disciples. It’s okay to pray for our own 
growth in faith and love. It’s a wonderful, powerful 
thing, modeled especially by the Psalmists, to give 
God thanks and praise. And God welcomes our cries 
of pain and sorrow, offering the Spirit’s help when 
words fail us (Romans 8:26). 
 
But through the ages, many deeply faithful followers 
of Christ have practiced contemplative prayer, 
centering prayer and other forms of stillness before 
God. Danish theologian Søren Kierkegaard (1813-
1855) expressed it this way: “To pray does not mean 
to listen to oneself speaking. Prayer involves 
becoming silent, and being silent, and waiting until 
God is heard.” 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Directory Updates 

 
Please contact the church office for an address update 
for Barbara Spears. 
 
Zip code for Cindy Ellis is 76116 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Margie James 
Wilson McPherson 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston 
Barbara Spears  Wayne & Jane Wilson 
Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith  Aggie Cassady   
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


