
 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     Lent is traditionally a 40 day period in the church calendar year when we 
give something up. It has typically involved giving up some kind of vice, be 
it caffeine or chocolate or maybe even nicotine. The idea behind this 
particular behavior is that it serves as a reminder of Jesus’ fasting in the 
wilderness for 40 days. By giving up that which we enjoy, we find the need 
to draw closer to God. 
 
     Much has happened however since our last Lent. In fact, it was just after 
the start of Lent last year when we began having virtual services due to the 
pandemic. Since that time, we have given up far more in one single year 
than most of us have given up over the course of our lives. We have learned 
so much about not taking simple comforts for granted. We have also realized 
that some things, such as fellowship in person with other people, is really 
more a necessity than a convenience. 
 
     So how might we envision doing Lent differently? By that, I mean how 
might we honor the tradition of the spirit of Lent without giving something 
up? I cannot imagine that God desires in the midst of a yearlong fast that 
what we truly need is another fast on top of everything! 
 
     Instead of giving something up, what might we desire to be freed from 
this Lent? Might it be hopelessness? Might it be negative self-talk? Might it 
be holding grudges? Might it be worrying? Might it be gossip? Might it be 
wanting to please others? Might it be being spiteful or vengeful? 
 
     Might it be that these things we seek freedom from will ultimately be 
better for our spirit than giving up one our typical bad habits such as caffeine 
or chocolate? Since the nature of our soul is longer lasting than the kind of 
stuff we consume, I imagine Jesus desires that we feast on him and on his 
goodness.  
 
     Be in prayer in the days leading up to Ash Wednesday. Ask God what it 
is that you need freedom from this Lent. And when you are feeling what I 
call a God nudge, allow that to be your prayer focus for the upcoming 
season. As you ask for wisdom and guidance, may the Holy Spirit drive you 
through the wilderness.  
 
Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace,      
Pastor Don  
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People are not as beautiful as they 
look and talk. They are only as 
beautiful as they love, as they care,  
as they share.    —Ritu Ghatourey 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The soul of  Christianity 
 
A Christ-centered life does not mean a life in which 
one sings hymns, reads Scripture and edifies his 
neighbors by hanging texts on the walls. One does not 
become a Christian by doing a good deed a day, nor 
by go-getting for religion, nor by engaging in 
economic and political reform movements, even 
though these things are done from the noblest of 
human motives. A Christian is one who, believing that 
Christ is the Son of God, has that Christ-life in his 
soul. 

—Fulton Sheen 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lenten hope 

Lent is an occasion for us to journey with Christ … 
into tomorrow. For you never walk with Christ long 
but what the dawn breaks, the sun shines and hope 
breaks through. 
 
—C. Neil Straight  

 

 

9 "verses" that aren't in the Bible 

Several popular sayings can put biblical literacy to the 
test. For example, the phrases below aren’t in 
Scripture — although some come pretty close: 

 “Money is the root of all evil.” (According to 1 
Timothy 6:10, “the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil.”) 

 “Cleanliness is next to godliness.” (The closest 
teaching to this might be in James 4:8.) 

 “God helps those who help themselves.” (This 
proverb originated in ancient Greece, not in 
Scripture.) 

 “God moves in mysterious ways.” (A verse kind 
of like this is Isaiah 55:8.) 

 “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” (British poet 
Samuel Butler coined this phrase, which could be 
a paraphrase of Proverbs 13:24.) 

 “This, too, shall pass.” (This occurs nowhere in 
the Bible but has been linked, incorrectly, to King 
Solomon.) 

 “Love the sinner, hate the sin.” (St. Augustine 
originally came up with a version of this phrase.) 

 “Charity begins at home.” (British theologian 
John Wycliffe is credited with this saying.) 

 • “God will never give you more than you can 
bear.” (This seems to be a misinterpretation of 1 
Corinthians 10:13.) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________AS__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Loves me not? 
 

A girl asked a boy if he loved her, and he replied, 
“Yes, of course.” 
 
“Would you die for me?” the girl wondered. 
 
After a brief pause, the honest lad said, “No, mine is 
an undying love.” 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Directory update 

 
Please contact the office if you would like Barbara 
Hoefner’s updated address  817 249-1257 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Words of  thanks 
 

Thanks to all who were able to support SafeHaven 
shelter with immediate needs.  They were very 
grateful for your generosity. 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Military birthday 

 
Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following birthday: 
 

 

February 26.   Darryl Edgar 
 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers. —Military Care 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The gift of  desperation 

 
In a 2012 interview with NPR, author Anne Lamott 
shared: “I’ve heard people say that God is the gift of 
desperation, and there’s a lot to be said for having 
really reached a bottom where you’ve run out of 
anymore good ideas, or plans for everybody else’s 
behavior; or how to save and fix and rescue; or just 
get out of a huge mess, possibly of your own creation. 
And when you’re done, you may take a long, 
quavering breath and say, ‘Help.’”  

Amid the pandemic and life’s other, more typical 
trials of life, have you found a silver lining — a gift 
that has arisen out of your desperation? Sometimes 
we’re more open to God during times of struggle than 
when all flows smoothly. As long as we think our 
ideas and plans for ourselves and our loved ones are 
pretty good, we don’t feel we need a Savior. But 
when life is so challenging that we call to God for 
help, “the gift of [that] desperation” is finding that 
God’s loving arms have embraced and strengthened 
us all along. 

 
It’s Cuddly BEAR Season! 

 
Watch for sales immediately after Valentine’s Day if 
you plan to purchase a huggable bear (or more) for 
Cook Children’s Hospital “Prayer Bear” ministry in 
May.  It is difficult to find bears in spring but they 
should be plentiful this month and prices are usually 
deeply discounted. 
 
Pastoral Care nurtures the spirits of hospitalized 
children, their anxious families and the dedicated staff 
who work at Cook Children’s hospital.  Prayer Bears 
are placed in the arms of newly admitted children  and 
they are told they have friends they have never met 
who are praying for them.  The children love the teddy 
bears, but the parents get teary at the reminder that 
they are not alone at such a bleak time. 
 
 Each month around 1,200 children receive a loving 
message of prayer and caring because of people like 
you give of your time, energy and money to make a 
difference in their lives. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your 
spare tire?”  —Corrie ten Boom 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Karen Witchley 
Jean Hefty 
Wilson McPherson 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston 
Barbara Spears  Wayne & Jane Wilson 
Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Del Smith  Aggie Cassady   
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


