
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
     I was reading in Matthew’s Gospel recently a story about healing. It goes like 
this: 
     “After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to  
      him. And when the demon had been cast out, the one who had been  
      mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said, ‘Never has anything  
      like this been seen in Israel.’ But the Pharisees said, ‘By the ruler of the  
      demons he casts out the demons.’  ”- Matthew 9:32-34 
 
     At first glance, this story would seem to be about the healing of one who could 
not speak. But in reality, this scripture passage is a bit more like an onion than it 
may appear. 
 

     Why an onion? Well, onions have many layers. And so the healing that takes 
place on the surface (the person who is mute being able to see) is only the first 
healing that takes place in this scripture. 
 

     The second healing is the one that takes place for the same person when the 
demon is cast out. He has already been physically healed. Now, he is spiritually 
healed as well. 
 

     Sometimes when we talk about healing, we think about it in a very one 
dimensional way. We think there is one solution to the problem. And once we have 
received a patch, a shot, a drug, that it will offer the necessary cure. And we can 
then be on our way. 
 

     But scripture, like life, can be much more complicated. And the encounter that 
this person has with Jesus is much deeper than just a scratch that needs a bandaid. 
Sometimes, there are even whole communities that are in need of healing. And 
those communities are not aware of their greater need. 
 

     The truth is, there are at least three healings that take place in this scripture. The 
first is the man being able to speak. The second is the man being restored to 
spiritual wholeness by the demon departing from him. The third healing is the 
healing that is necessary for the Pharisees. They are the ones who do not 
understand. They are the ones who think Jesus is little more than Beezebul, the 
ruler of demons. They are so hung up on what is wrong that they cannot see all that 
is right.  
 

     When we are about the work of healing in our lives, there are things we can do 
to find the cure. And there are things that are outside of ourselves. There are 
sometimes other people in our lives that are more intent on finding fault than 
finding healing. The community of friends and family we surround ourselves with 
can make all the difference in seeking complete healing. 
 
      Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
         Pastor Don 
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“Always show kindness and love to others. 
Your words might be filling the empty places 
in someone's heart.” 

—Mandy Hale 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A bountiful life 

 

 

 

 

“Life is given to you like a flat piece of land,” said 
actress Jeanne Moreau. “I hope that when I'm 
finished, my piece of land will be a beautiful garden.” 

God, who put the first human in a garden to care for 
creation, blesses us with talents and resources to 
wisely manage. In gardening terms, God gives us the 
plot of ground, the seed, the wisdom and strength to 
bring forth beauty and abundance. Yet we do the 
work, with God’s help, to make it a reality. Like 
Adam, we till, but God gives the increase. God’s 
provisions and our labor bring the garden — and our 
lives of stewardship — to fulfillment. 

As stewards, we ponder: When God calls us home, 
what will our garden be like, and what will it have 
produced? 

 
That’s the point! 

 
If prayer stands as the place where God and human 
beings meet, then I must learn about prayer. Most of 
my struggles in the Christian life circle around the 
same two themes: why God doesn't act the way we 
want God to, and why I don't act the way God wants 
me to. Prayer is the precise point where those themes 
converge.  --Philip Yancey 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When God giggles 
 

Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, 
which we do by holding hands. Upon discovering that 
one child hadn’t washed his hands, my husband struck 
a contorted pose to avoid physical contact. The 
mealtime blessing quickly dissolved into laughter as 
we each peeked at him. 

Afterward, as we passed around the food, I asked, 
“What do you imagine God thought about us laughing 
during prayer?” One child quickly replied, “I think he 
was laughing right along with us.” 

Yes! Although prayer is reverent, God invites us to 
converse with words, emotions — and even giggles! 

—Janna Firestone 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________AS__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Happy to help 
 
The International Day of Happiness is observed on 
March 20 (also the first day of spring this year; 
coincidence?). Jesus said we’ll be happy (or 
“blessed”) when we’re meek, merciful, pure and so on 
(see his Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12). In other 
words, happiness results from putting others’ needs 
above our own. 
 
Research confirms that helping others boosts people’s 
self-esteem, forges strong friendships, offers a sense 
of belonging and purpose, decreases stress, increases 
gratitude and sparks others to “pay it forward.” In 
fact, University of Texas researchers found that the 
“activism cure” is a great way to overcome bouts of 
sadness. So get helping — and get happy! 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Words of  thanks 

 
During the freezing weather a pipe burst filling the 
Sanctuary with water.  Special thanks to those church 
members and Scout parents who were able to 
immediately come to the rescue. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Congratulations 

on the new arrival 
 

Ellen and Roger Howard celebrate the birth of their 
great grandson, Douglas Alexander Duda, born on 
February 21st.  We thank God for this blessed new  
life in their family. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WestAid update 

 
While WestAid is not open to clients inside they 
continue to serve many people with outdoor pickup 
opportunities.  Their current needs are: 
 

Peanut butter  Jelly  Mac n cheese 
Canned vegetables Canned meat Raman noodles 
 
Soap   Shampoo Deodorant 
Toothpaste  Toilet tissue 
 

Place donations in the bin provided on Sundays or 
stop by the church during office hours.   
Monday - Thursday  9am - 3pm 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Military birthday 

 
Please consider sending a card to celebrate the 
following birthday on March 2.  Dylan is Janelle 
Nowell’s grandson. 
 

Dylan Bryan  
116 Danzig Dr. 

Kemper, TX 76539 
 

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers. —Military Care 

 
 

 

Setting captives free 
 

Though St. Patrick’s Day has become a secular 
“holiday,” March 17 commemorates the life of a 
Christian missionary. St. Patrick grew up in a 
Christian home in Britain but wasn’t very devout until 
he experienced crisis. As a teen, he was captured and 
sold into slavery in Ireland, escaping after six years. 
“The Lord opened my unbelieving eyes” in Ireland, 
Patrick later said. God led him back there, and he 
converted tribe after tribe to Christianity. 
 
In Confessio 61, St. Patrick writes, “I testify in truth 
and in great joy of heart before God and his holy 
angels that I never had any other reason for returning 
to that nation … except the Gospel and God’s 
promises.”  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Day by day 

Let every dawn of morning be 
to you as the beginning of life, 
and every setting sun be to you 

as its close. Then let every one of these short lives 
leave its sure record of some kindly thing done for 
others, some goodly strength or knowledge gained for 
yourself.   —John Ruskin  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

James Nixon 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Randy Ellis 
Karen Witchley 
Corey Owens 
Roger Howard 
Sheila Wilson 
Jean Hefty 
Wilson McPherson 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Jean & Thurman Hefty Lolly Pinkston 
Barbara Spears  Wayne & Jane Wilson 
Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Del Smith  Aggie Cassady   
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


