
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     I’ve a lot of chatter down through my years of pastoral ministry around Easter 
(called Resurrection Sunday in some churches). Folks generally fall into three 
camps. 
  
People who are excited for the service.  
People who are excited for others they know who are coming to the service.  
People who are upset that other people only come once or twice a year. 
 

     Perhaps we can find a way to rework that last thought, changing it from a 
source of complaint to one of joy. How so? 
 

     What if we all stopped thinking of Resurrection as a day-long deal and reframed 
it as a year-long event? Maybe in light of the last year, fraught with all of its 
injustice, violence, and disease, we are due for a Resurrection Year. 
 

What’s a Resurrection Year? 
1. It’s a year where we realize in so many ways, even if it’s far from perfect, 

many of us should celebrate because with God’s help, we have beaten death. 
 

2. It’s a year we have the opportunity to come back to life, that is to see the blooms 
again of old friendships, to plant seeds for new ones, to water the areas of our lives 
that have become a zone of drought, and find space to breath anew, rising up 
through the dirt and debris to the world above. 
 

3. It’s a year where we become more like Jesus on the night after the morning of 
the resurrection (John 20:19-31). It’s where we can show our friends our wounded 
sides and hands and feet and they believe us! They sit with our pain and loss so 
that we can move into a better spiritual place, one of healing and hope. 
 

4. It’s a year where the fear we have tucked away in the upper room of our mind 
transforms into the joy God created us to live into. 
 

5. It’s a year where our failings (and they have been many) are forgiven. Failure 
was inevitable in a world as broken as ours. Why can’t we make forgiveness just as 
inevitable? 
 

6. It’s a year where we truly realize we’ve always been stronger when we’re 
together. You know, that whole Acts 2:43-47 model for the church when we share 
all things in common and God adds to our number those who know and believe. 
 

7. It’s a year where instead of sickness and death and social distancing and Covid 
people will be talking about this Resurrection Year for the next 2,000 years. 
 

Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
Pastor Don 
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“The very first Easter taught us this: that life 
never ends and love never dies.”                     
—Kate McGahan 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Encourage wonder 
 

For a new perspective on Bible accounts you’ve heard 
over and over, play “I Wonder” with children and 
adults alike. Similar to “I Spy,” it encourages a deeper 
dive into familiar passages. Simply explore ideas that 
aren’t detailed in the Bible, starting with the phrase “I 
wonder.” For example: 

 I wonder if any Roman soldier was standing in the 
back not mocking Jesus (Matthew 27:27-31). If 
so, what was he thinking as others threw about 
insults? 

 I wonder how long it took Joseph of Arimathea to 
cut his own tomb out of the rock (Matthew 27:57-
60). What did he think about as he worked? 

 The day after Jesus’ ascension, I wonder which 
disciple spoke first at breakfast — and what he 
said. 

 

Scholars may have chimed in on some of these 
ponderings, but there’s likely no right answer. 
Playing “I Wonder” can help you slow down to 
really pay attention and experience more of a 
Bible passage — especially one you seem to know 
by rote. 

Add meaning to this year’s Easter celebration by 
letting your wonder wander during Holy Week. 
Then continue the practice whenever you’re eager 
to gain new insights on the “old, old story … of 
Jesus and his love.”   —Janna Firestone 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Everybody, Somebody,  
Anybody and Nobody 

 
This is a little story about four people: Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 
 
There was an important job to be done, and 
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
 
Somebody got angry about that because it was 
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought that Anybody 
could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody 
wouldn’t do it. 
 
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when 
Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 

 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
All church related activities have been suspended 
until further notice. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   

 

Without Jesus … 
 

Without the risen Savior in our hearts, life is like: 
 
• A chocolate Easter Bunny — empty on the inside; 
 

• An Easter bonnet — easily blown off kilter; 
 

• Last year's Easter outfit — it doesn't quite fit right; 
 

• An Easter lily — it soon withers and dries up; 
 

• A bag of jellybeans — sugary and sweet but lacking 
substance; 
 

• An unfound Easter basket — full of gifts that spoil 
and go to waste; 
 

• A colored Easter egg — looks great but cracks un-
der pressure; 
 

• The Easter bunny — always hopping here and there; 
 

• Marshmallow Peeps — becomes hard when opened 
up; 
 

• Easter parade — a long journey with no destination; 
 

• An unopened Easter card — a message of love un-
claimed. 
 
—David Patterson 
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Congratulations  
on the New Arrivals 

 
Cheryl and Kevin Owens are excited to 
announce the birth of their granddaughter, 
Sophia Louise.  Sophia, born on March 19, 
is the daughter of Bailey and Jonathan 

McSpadden.   
 

Rosamarie and Tim Hatch are excited to 
announce the birth of their grandson 
Greyson Andrew.  Greyson, born on March 
23, is the son of Riley and Drew DeLeon.  

Wanda Owens is the proud great grandmother of both 
children.  We thank God for the birth of these two 
blessed babies. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Don’t hold on to traditions of the past at the 
expense of effectiveness in the present.  
Change is not always compromise. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Walking the faith 

 
As spring buds and temperatures rise, it’s fun to get 
outside and walk. Walking is great for both body and 
mind. “To solve a problem, walk around,” advised St. 
Jerome. Naturalist Henry David Thoreau agreed, 
saying, “The moment my legs begin to move, my 
thoughts begin to flow.” Indeed, walking has been 
linked to improved creativity and reduced anxiety. 
 
Some Bible versions translate Ephesians 5:8 “Live as 
children of light,” while others use “walk”: “You 
were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light” (NKJV). What a 
great rendering! Living is something we often do 
passively and without much thought, while walking is 
an intentional, active pursuit; we must choose when, 
where and how we do it. 
 
Now that we’re children of light — newly alive 
springtime people, Easter people! — Jesus urges us to 
not just live the faith but to walk it. When our faith 
becomes active, new thoughts flow, anxiety decreases 
and we make strides in our relationship with Jesus. 
 
—Heidi Mann 

 

Outreach Ministry Opportunity 
 
Don’t know what to do with all of those plastic 
shopping bags?  It takes approximately 500-700 
plastic shopping bags to crochet a  bedroll for the 
homeless.  Plarn (plastic yarn) can also be used to 
make bed mats for the Humane Society. 
 
Consider dropping your extras off at church during 
office hours .  Please don’t knot them.  They will be 
delivered to an individual in Benbrook who makes 
these mats. This will be an ongoing year round 
ministry. 

  Palm Sunday, March 28 - Service in CLC 
  at 11:00 am 

 

Holy Thursday, April 1 - Service at 7:00 pm 
 

  Good Friday, April 2 - Service at 7:00 pm 
 

Easter, April 4 - Sunrise Service at 7:00 am 
City Park behind Benbrook UMC 

 

  Service in CLC at 11:00 am 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
The birth of Sophia McSpadden 
The birth of Greyson DeLeon 
 

Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
Dick Hardin 

 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Karen Witchley 
Jean Hefty 
Wilson McPherson 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears 
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith  Aggie Cassady   
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


