
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     Matthew 5:21-22 reads, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 
times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.’ 
But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to 
judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 
and if you say, ‘You fool’, you will be liable to the hell of fire.’ ” 
 

     This passage of scripture is part of a section of Matthew’s Gospel known as the 
Sermon on the Mount. So much of what we are to do and/or not do is contained 
within these few chapters. Specifically, this is a passage that deals with anger, 
something that plagues us all. 
 

     Some of us deal with anger out in the open. If someone upsets us, we let them 
have it. Others stew about the grievance which enrages us. We let it sit on the stove 
until eventually time or heat or both cause it to bubble over. Still others hold it in, 
where it festers like a wound where the infection is buried deeper and deeper. It is 
very few of us that choose a fourth option, realizing our anger, and seeking the 
path of reconciliation, first with those who have caused the offense, but also to 
boldly taking it before the judge, God. 
 

     Jesus says something interesting in regards to anger at the end of verse 22. He 
says, ‘you will be liable to the hell of fire.’ Now, we often interpret that quite 
literally, as in Hell itself. And while there’s certainly truth in there, there is another 
way of biblically understanding Jewish Hell at the time which may also prove 
helpful for us today. 
 

     Gehenna is a trash dump on the outskirts of Jerusalem. It was where trash was 
taken to be eliminated by being burned. Anyone who takes out the trash today 
knows how much waste we generate. So imagine a whole city’s worth of trash. It 
smelled awful. And it burned continuously. That is one of the many reasons Jesus 
sometimes refers to Hell in the scriptures as Gehenna. It is an unquenchable, 
wretchedly rank fire. It never goes out, but is constantly being consumed by more 
and more garbage that we generate. That is the very definition of the opposite of 
providing our offerings for worship, something Jesus addresses in the verses 
immediately following these. 
 

     So here anger burns continuously with a foul stench within us. Unless we face 
the source of our anger our relationships that are wrecked by it. And how can our 
relationship with our Creator be one of honor and glory when we are giving the 
worst offerings to God’s creatures, namely our sisters and brothers? We can’t. 
 

     Who are those in your life who anger you? How do you deal with anger? It is 
not a game we can win by being right, for in holding onto anger we always lose. In 
your prayer time, I encourage you to focus on the sources of your anger and how 
you might seek reconciliation. It will make the fruit you give all the more fragrant, 
sweet, and pleasing. Your prayers and petitions and thoughts and actions will 
become a tree with ceaseless fruit, rather than the hell of endless fire. 
 

Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
Pastor Don  
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“Courage is what it takes to stand up and 
speak. Courage is also what it takes to sit 
down and listen.”—Winston Churchill 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

School’s out for the summer soon 
 

WestAid needs to fill the shelves with more kid 
friendly items.  In order to do this though they need 
our help! They are in need of the following items: 
 

 applesauce  canned fruit 
 mac'n'cheese  peanut butter  
 jelly/jam  canned meats 
 canned pasta  cereal 
 snack bars  fruit snacks 
 
Place donations in the bin provided on Sundays or 
stop by the church during office hours.   
Monday - Thursday  9am - 3pm   Monetary donations 
are always appreciated! 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A prayer when challenged 
 

God of wisdom and love, help me and all others who 
are struggling with difficult circumstances find 
direction and strength to face our challenges. Give us 
the assurance that underneath us are your everlasting 
arms, which will sustain us through everything we 
face day and night. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Hanging out with Dad 
 

I’ve always been a “daddy’s girl.” Growing up, I 
usually spent Saturdays in the garage with my dad. 
We’d build something, fix a car part or get into some 
trouble together. 
 
Though Joseph wasn’t Jesus’ biological father, he 
certainly served as a father figure for God’s Son. 
Jesus followed in Joseph’s footsteps as a carpenter, 
but we’re told little about his childhood. When Joseph 
advised Jesus to “measure twice and cut once,” did 
Jesus mention he’d get it right on the first measure? 
How many craftsman tips did Jesus learn from 
Joseph? And did Joseph learn a few from Jesus? 
Surely young Jesus looked up to Joseph. What did 
wonder look like in the eyes of the One who invented 
wonder? 
 
How am I hanging out with God on a regular basis? 
Am I continuing to learn his “trade”? Do I 
intentionally mimic his words, his kindness, his ways 
of loving others well? Take a minute to ponder that. 
Imagine yourself out in the garage with God (or in the 
kitchen with God, or at the computer with God). What 
task do you imagine doing together? What does God 
say to you as you look into his eyes? 
 

—Janna Firestone 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Trusting the unseen 

 
A gardener planted two peony bulbs side by side. In a 
few weeks, as expected, the first one poked a single 
stem through the ground. The other would soon 
follow, the gardener thought. But it didn’t. Many 
more weeks went by with no sign of life. 
 
Then one day, to his surprise, not one but five leaf 
points poked through the soil at once. When the peony 
bloomed, its flowers were more beautiful and 
numerous than those of the first bulb. 
 
John Piper said, “In every situation God is doing a 
thousand things that we cannot see and do not know.” 
When God seems to have forgotten you and hope 
fails, don’t despair. God is at work, and someday you 
will see. 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 

 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet June 11 and 25.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817 249-0084. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members 
and those in the nursing homes.  Please consider 
sending them a note or making a call to brighten 
their day.   
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Help us welcome Rosie Pogue, 
our newest member by 
introducing yourself and 
encouraging her to share in our 
small group activities.  Her 
contact information is available 
in the online directory or at the 
church office. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Congratulations on the 

New Arrival 
 

Natasha Witchley is excited to announce the birth of 
her daughter Jackie Marie born on April 30.  
Congratulations also to grandpa Phillip Witchley and 
great grandmother Karen Witchley.  We welcome this 
blessed baby into our church family. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Change of  address 

 
Linda Sullivan has moved.  Her address has been 
updated in the online directory.  Please call the church 
office if you don’t have online access. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Military update 

 
All military personnel and their families make 
sacrifices to protect our freedom. No matter the 
branch of service, even daily routines can develop  
into dangerous situations. 

 
Remember to include them in your prayers.  
—Military Care 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The greatest ornament 
 

“The church knew what the psalmist knew: Music 
praises God. Music is as well, or better, able to praise 
him than the building of a church and all its 
decoration; it is the church’s greatest ornament.” —
Igor Stravinsky 

 
See light, be light 

 
In January 2021, National Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman presented her poem “The Hill We 
Climb” at the presidential inauguration. The final lines 
read: “For there is always light, / if only we’re brave 
enough to see it. / If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 

How often we long for light! In recent years we’ve 
agonized amid pandemic, angry politics and new 
awareness of racism. Some have suffered deep sorrow. 
But Jesus says, “I am the light of the world” (John 
8:12) and invites us to turn to him. God is always 
bringing light into darkness, through helpers, healers, 
peacemakers, friends. Sometimes bravery is required 
to turn our focus from the negative to the positive — 
to see the light of God. 

Jesus also says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:14, emphasis added) and calls us 
to brighten the gloom. That requires bravery, as 
Gorman notes, but as Christians we’re urged to look 
for light not just to make our own lives better but to 
shine into others’ lives too. The Holy Spirit gives us 
the needed courage — to both see and be light. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“The world is round, and the place which 
may seem like the end may also be the 
beginning.” —Ivy Baker Priest  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
Wilson McPherson 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Phillip Witchley 
Karen Witchley 
Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 

June 20 


