
 

 

In Mark 5:21-43, we read about two women, one a 12 year old girl who is on her 
deathbed, and the second a woman who has had continued hemorrhaging for 12 years. 
Both are in need of a physician who can make them better. But both have exhausted 
their resources. In this instance, who gets the healing touch of Jesus? As it turns out, 
both get it. 
 

Now we could make the case that Jesus should not be pulled aside. He is busy, 
resolute, singularly focused on getting to the 12 year old girl to save her. We could 
make the case that her life is more valuable than the older woman. The older woman is 
getting worse, but she’s not dying right now. She can wait. 
 

But it’s interesting that according the Gospel writer, Mark, both women are a matter of 
life and death. Or in other words, both will die without Jesus’ touch. The girl, of 
course, will die almost instantly if Jesus doesn’t arrive and heal her. But the older 
woman will continue to be ostracized, from her family, from her friends, from her 
religious and social community. She will continue to be dead, because the doctors 
have already done all they can, and no doubt the priests don’t want to be caught 
anywhere near her. And she likely is reduced to rags, unable to support herself, 
constantly begging for table scraps and alms. Yes, they are both dying. Sometimes the 
answer is not either/or for Jesus, but both. 
 

Might we consider that God creates space in our lives for holy distractions too? The 
one thing we have to get done becomes two, and we can’t possibly get it done, so we 
throw our hands up in the air and get flustered. And then, perhaps, we get stingy. We 
can’t make time for everyone, and so we quickly shorten our interaction with those 
who we feel need us less. We calculate the costs of our human contacts, and shave off 
what we believe to be unnecessary, saving only the bare minimum for those 
distractions in our lives? 
 

Might we consider that God creates just enough space in our lives for those holy 
distractions to make someone in need of healing whole again? By that, I mean this: 
The older woman never touches Jesus’ hand, just the “hem of his garment” as many of 
us grew up reciting from King James. When we feel we only have the hem of our 
garment to give to some people in a day, maybe instead of treating it like a nothing 
sort of encounter, we should instead consider it everything. Jesus did, stopping the 
disciples, the crowd, the whole procession pressing in on him for the one woman who 
was not even seeming to press in on him, but rather, just hang on for dear life. 
 

Might we consider that if given the opportunity to greet someone in passing with a 
“Hello” or simple wave that we be willing to give the extra time for a hug instead? I 
know it’s a distraction, but maybe it’s more holy than we realize. COVID as a disease 
may not have made our immediate loved ones or us sick or in the hospital. But it has 
certainly taken away from all of us the ministry of touch. Jesus heals first the older 
woman and then the 12 year old girl through the ministry of touch. Consider then, as 
we think of all we have to do, that someone’s saving grace might be the new life that a 
simple hug can give. May we bear the name of Christ in thought and word and deed. 
 

Love your neighbor, 
Pastor Don 
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School’s out for summer 
 

WestAid needs to fill the shelves with more kid 
friendly items.  In order to do this though they need 
our help! They are in need of the following items: 
 

 applesauce  canned fruit 
 mac'n'cheese  peanut butter  
 jelly/jam  canned meats 
 canned pasta  cereal 
 snack bars  fruit snacks 
 

Place donations in the bin provided on Sundays or 
stop by the church during office hours.  Monday - 
Thursday  9am - 3pm   Monetary donations are 
always appreciated! 

 

Hope defined 
 

Hoping does not mean doing nothing. .... It means 
going about our assigned tasks, confident that God 
will provide the meaning and the conclusions. It is not 
compelled to work away at keeping up appearances 
with a bogus spirituality. It is the opposite of 
desperate and panicky manipulations, of scurrying 
and worrying. 

And hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an 
illusion or fantasy to protect us from our boredom or 
our pain. It means a confident, alert expectation that 
God will do what he said he will do. It is imagination 
put in the harness of faith. It is a willingness to let 
God do it his way and in his time. It is the opposite of 
making plans that we demand that God put into effect, 
telling him both how and when to do it. 

—Eugene Peterson,  
A Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Change of  address 
 

W.D. Jones has moved.  His address has been updated 
in the online directory.  Please call the church office if 
you don’t have online access. 
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When your ducks aren't in a row 

 
On the surface, people, like ducks, can seem to glide 
effortlessly through life. We’re often the picture of 
calm, in perfect control. But underneath, we may be 
paddling like mad to keep up a façade — or just to 
keep up. 
 
Although we like to look and feel as if we have it all 
together, the truth is we often don’t. Think how much 
better we’d feel if we could just admit our weaknesses 
and doubts. Think how much more genuine our 
churches would be if we didn’t have to pretend we’re 
okay when we’re actually struggling. 
 
Surely, God wants the pretense to stop. Set an 
example for friends and fellow worshipers by ending 
the mad paddling, embracing honesty and helping one 
another. 
 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 

 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet July 9th and 23rd.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817 249-0084. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members.  
Please consider sending them a note or making a 
call to brighten their day.   
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Words of  thanks 
 
Thank you friends at BUMC for the support during 
Wilson’s illness and passing.  We appreciate the 
prayers, calls, cards and food for us.  Love to each of 
you.—Ava, Melinda, Patsy and family 
 
Thanks to Lynn James for delivering 52 teddy bears to 
Cook Children’s hospital.  Thanks to everyone for 
your generous support of this important children’s 
outreach ministry.  ~ Jane McMillan 
 
As crazy as 2020 was, we were still able to pass out 
over 11,000 bears.  Each new patient receives a loving 
message of prayer and caring because of people like 
you who give of their time, energy and money to 
make a difference in the lives of others.  Thank you 
for thinking of us! 
 

—Pastoral Care of Cook Children’s Hospital 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome new baby 

 
Wanda Owens is excited to announce the 
birth of another great granddaughter.  
 
Congratulations to Laura and Carter 

Hatch on the birth of their daughter Olivia  Rose born 
on June 16.   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Have you considered the ease of giving online, 
especially when sick or on vacation? 
 
Electronic donations may be made by visiting Google 
Pay or the App Store and downloading the “Give 
Plus” app. Search for Benbrook United Methodist via 
our zip code 76126.  
 
You can text a donation to 844-907-2708. Donations 
can also be made online through your bank or mail 
your offering to 1122 Bryant St. Benbrook, TX 76126. 
 
 

 

Friendly signposts 
 
We need friends. Friends guide us, care 
for us, confront us in love, console us 
in times of pain. Although we speak of 
“making friends,” friends cannot be 
made. Friends are free gifts from God. 
But God gives us the friends we need 
when we need them if we fully trust in 
God’s love. 

Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations and 
weaknesses like we have. Their love is never faultless, 
never complete. But in their limitations they can be 
signposts on our journey towards the unlimited and 
unconditional love of God. Let’s enjoy the friends 
whom God has sent on our way. 

—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Military care update 
 

Consider sending a card or calling George Moreland 
to celebrate his birthday on July 30th. 
 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  Happy July 4th!  Be sure to fly your flag.           
- Military Care 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
The birth of Olivia Rose Hatch 
 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

\Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


