
 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
What a wonderful summer we have been having at BUMC. As the weather 
has heated up, so has our worship. Cindy Merworth now has our choir 
singing wonderful anthems again every Sunday. We’ve added in an 
Affirmation of Faith, reciting creeds that many of us know almost as well as 
the Lord’s Prayer. And our extremely talented pianist, Joe, gifts us with 
beautiful music during the Offering time and throughout the service. Old 
friends continue to come back in, and every Sunday brings with it a sense of 
celebration and renewed community! 
 
But as we continue to expand, using not just our sanctuary but also multiple 
classrooms, certain needs pop up as well. Our church building is no different 
from other homes and businesses, in that from time to time it is in need of 
repair. This summer has proven no exception to that rule either. 
 
Currently we are in need of air conditioning work that is primarily affecting 
classrooms and the nursery on the South Hall of the building. The initial 
quote we received was for $11,500, though we are currently reaching out for 
other offers as well. While we are meeting our weekly needs, this amount is 
outside of our current budget plan. 
 
We have been blessed throughout the pandemic to be able to provide for the 
church in so many ways, such as continuing to pay bills, staffing our church, 
and even giving needed apportionments to the Annual Conference. That is 
no small feat. As the apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians, "...if 
there is any excellence and anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things." (Philippians 4:8) I don't say it nearly enough. I commend you for 
your faithful giving! Your tithes, your offerings, and your gifts have made 
the difference. 
 
Please pray about giving to this pressing AC repair need. It has the 
potential to affect our Preschool Ministry this fall. This children's program is 
vital to the outreach and mission work we do in our community. I know that 
many plans are already underway, and the smoother we can make it for all 
involved the better. 
 
Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
Pastor Don 
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They’re still home 
 

School begins mid August so WestAid still needs to 
fill the shelves with more kid friendly items.  In order 
to do this though they need our help! They are in need 
of the following items: 
 

 applesauce  canned fruit 
 mac'n'cheese  peanut butter  
 jelly/jam  canned meats 
 canned pasta  cereal 
 snack bars  fruit snacks 
 

Place donations in the bin provided on Sundays or 
stop by the church during office hours.  Monday - 
Thursday  9am - 3pm   Monetary donations are 
always appreciated! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All aboard! 
 

When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, 
you don’t throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit 
still and trust the engineer. —Corrie ten Boom  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The power of  listening 

“The most basic and powerful way to connect to 
another person is to listen,” says Dr. Rachel Naomi 
Remen, author and integrative medicine professor. 
“Perhaps the most important thing we ever give each 
other is our attention.” 

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let 
anyone with ears to hear listen” (verses 9 & 23, 
NRSV). One way we show what Jesus means to us is 
by truly listening to his word — not just hearing 
sounds but being attentive and intentional. Likewise, 
one way we love and serve others is by respectfully 
listening to them: not assuming we know what they 
feel or mean or will say; not planning what to say 
even as they’re still speaking, but listening deeply to 
learn about them and their experience. 

We often think living our faith calls for great 
accomplishments or worldwide reach. But Remen 
says, “A loving silence often has … power to heal and 
to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as basic 
and doable as listening as a way to practice Christlike 
love. 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 

 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet August 6th and 2oth.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817 249-0084. 
 
Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members.  
Please consider sending them a note or making a 
call to brighten their day.   
 

Beautiful brokenness 
 

We are bodies of broken bones. I guess I’d always 
known but never fully considered that being broken is 
what makes us human. We all have our reasons. 
Sometimes we’re fractured by the choices we make; 
sometimes we’re shattered by things we would never 
have chosen. 
 
But our brokenness is also the source of our common 
humanity, the basis for our shared search for comfort, 
meaning and healing. Our shared vulnerability and 
imperfection nurtures and sustains our capacity for 
compassion. —Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=B.Ca.&m=3kM_iOmx4gqTukZ&b=oXtbYbJWwWeTpYMawv91ow
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The first day of school for Fort Worth ISD is Monday, 
August 16th.   
 
BUMC Preschool is reopening Tuesday, September 
7th.  There are still openings for children ages 3 and 4.  
Hours are 8:30am - 12:30pm. Contact Terry Grant at 
817 249-0460 for registration information. 
 
Remember to keep our teachers, staff, volunteers, 
children and their parents in your prayers as the 
children return to school. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Military care update 

 
George Moreland celebrates his birthday Friday, July 
30. Consider sending a card or giving him a call. 
 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  - Military Care 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Friends with binoculars 

At a beautiful outdoor wedding reception in the 
Colorado foothills, a group of us noticed a family of 
black bears on the next hill. We were so excited 
because we’d never seen them in the wild! When 
some friends grabbed binoculars from their car, 
however, we realized the creatures were merely 
grazing cows. 

Now I tell this story whenever I’m asked what 
exciting wildlife I’ve encountered in the mountains. It 
gets a good laugh but also reminds me that I 
desperately need friends with binoculars. Instead of 
surrounding myself with people who automatically 
agree with me and don’t challenge my perceptions, I 
need friends in my life who search with me for 
answers, accuracy and truth. Let’s all be on the 
“lookout” for friends with binoculars! 

—Janna Firestone 

 

FRIDAY FEAST 
August 6 
5:30 pm 

 
Make plans to join us for fellowship and food as we 
celebrate our many years of connection with the Boy 
Scouts and their families.  BUMC has been proud to 
sponsor Troop 95 since 1963.   
 
The Scouts will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and 
cobbler  Please RSVP to church office by Wednesday, 
August 4.  817 249-1257   Plan to bring a picnic side 
dish or dessert to share with the crowd. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unanswered prayer 
 
One day a little boy asked his pastor-mom why she 
always bowed her head for a moment before starting 
to preach. The mother, delighted that her son was so 
aware of what went on during worship, answered, “I 
pray for God to help me deliver a good sermon to the 
people.” 
 
Alas, her delight was short-lived and fizzled at the 
child’s response: “So why doesn’t God ever answer?”  

 



 

 

PAGE 4 Benbrook United Methodist Church 

1122 Bryant Street 

Benbrook, Texas 76126 

Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Monday thru Thursday 

Phone: 817/249-1257  

E-mail: bumc@benbrookumc.org 

Web Site: www.benbrookumc.org 

JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
Barbara and Gordon Hoelscher celebrated their 40th anniversary on July 18th. 
 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Charlie Clayton & family 
Wayne Wilson 
Karen Witchley 
Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W. D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


