
 

 

     As we head into the fall, students, parents, teachers, and administrators are 
getting back into the groove for a new school year. There are many questions that 
remain regarding masks, social distancing, vaccination, and remote learning. But 
one thing remains constant, that is, the need for continued education. 
     Every parent understands the value of continued education. As much of a 
struggle as it sometimes is to learn new things, it is important for us to keep 
growing in knowledge. Staying static will not help us to grow students into the 
leaders of today and tomorrow. And learning to apply that knowledge wisely 
throughout the school year helps us to gain wisdom. 
     Just as our academic education continues to need furthering, so too does our 
spiritual education. How are you pushing yourself in your spiritual walk with 
Christ? It is a combination of word and deed that allow us to think and grow into 
the Christians that Jesus calls us to be, disciples of God’s Word. 
     To that end, I want to encourage you to get back in the worship groove if you 
haven’t already. In the month of September we’ll be starting a new sermon series 
called “Back to Sunday School” where we’ll be looking at some classic Bible 
stories. We’ll revisit the richness of these stories, and maybe even learn a new 
thing or two. 
     In addition, I am strongly lifting up Christian education that happens through 
our three different study groups. First, we have Sunday School being offered every 
Sunday morning at 9:45 in the Companions Class. It is routinely between 16 and 
20 people. Second, we will also be offering a Zoom Bible Study called “Five 
Classic Bible Stories in Genesis”. It will be an eight to ten week study that I will be 
leading. We typically have around 10 in this online study and you can even attend 
from the comfort of your own home at 7 PM starting Tuesday, September 7th. 
Third, we have Friday Bible Study every other Friday starting at 1 PM at Frances 
Covington’s house. We have two study leaders for this group, Kay Moreland and 
Jerry Pace. It meets starting on Friday, September 3rd. 
     One other way that I want to highly recommend for reviving your Christian 
education is through daily devotional reading. Do you have a daily devotional 
practice? Maybe you pick up a copy of the Upper Room, but only remember once a 
week to read it. The Israelites wandered through the wilderness for forty years, but 
every day they needed God’s manna to survive. If we are only occasionally 
digesting the Word of God, we will only occasionally be able to survive spiritually 
in a world in great need of it. I encourage you to link your daily devotional practice 
to a habit that you already do, such as eating a bowl of cereal in the morning or 
taking your evening medicine. If you struggle with this part of your Christian walk, 
linking it to something you already do well can help your spiritual education 
dramatically. 
     There are others ways as well to grow deeper in God’s Word. These tend to be 
the most accessible though for folks trying to get back on better spiritual footing 
quickly. I will be praying this fall for our growth in Christian education as a 
church, and I hope that you will be seeking the same.   
 

Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace,       
Pastor Don 
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Back to school humor 
 
Receiving new textbooks, one student to another: 
“Psst. How do you turn this thing on?” 
 
Parent: “What did you learn today?” Kindergartner: 
“Not enough. I have to go back tomorrow.”  
 
I would enjoy school more if I was allowed to bring a 
pillow. 
 
 "Nothing grieves a child more than to study the wrong lesson 
and learn something he wasn't suppose to." — E.C. McKenzie 
 
“What if the algebra teachers are really pirates, and 
are using us to find X.” 
 
“If you think your teachers are tough, wait till you get 
a boss.” —Bill Gates 
 
As long as teachers give tests, there will always be 
prayer in schools.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Education is not the filling of a pail but the 
lighting of a fire.” —William Butler Yeats 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Our help — past, present and future 

 
This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, which ended almost 3,000 
lives and changed life forever for millions more. The 
nation was shaken to its very roots, with violence 
jolting out of us any assumption that “it can’t happen 
here.” September 11 banished any lingering notion 
that being on the side of “liberty and justice for all” 
served as insulation against mass tragedy. We now 
had more to fear than fear itself. 
 
Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should 
change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —God remains 
“our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble” (v. 3). We are never alone or without hope, 
even on life-altering days. 
 
How have God’s presence and power sustained you 
through life’s changes? How might sharing your story 
help someone else when their world or faith gets 
shaken? —adapted from The Wired Word 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 

 

Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members.  
Please consider sending them a note or making a 
call to brighten their day.   
 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet September 3rd and 17th.  Feel free to  con-
tact Frances for more information at  817 249-
0084. 

 

Bible Quiz 
 
Wednesday, September 22 is the first day of Autumn.  

It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible times expe-

riencing the same cycle of seasons we do. Which of 

these books doesn’t mention autumn? 

 

A. Matthew 

B. Jeremiah 

C. Proverbs 

D. Jude  
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Military Care update 

 
Please send a card or call to celebrate the following 
birthdays.   
 

        September 5 Dan Kievlan 
        September 5 Jimmy Montgomery  
                   September 10 Phil Walker 
        September 15 Suzi Feigenbaum     
        September 27 Matt Martin   

 

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers as they make great sacrifices to protect our 
freedom.  Also pray powerfully for all those in danger  
in Afghanistan.   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Pastor’s upcoming Bible Study 
 
An  8 - 10 week Genesis study will begin via Zoom  
on Tuesday, September 7 at 7:00 pm.  Contact Pastor 
Don if you would like to attend. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Surely he has borne our griefs ...” 
 

When veteran Joe Serna confessed that he’d been 
drinking — behavior prohibited in the Veterans 
Treatment Court program — Judge Lou Olivera 
sentenced him to one night in jail. That might not 
seem like much, but while deployed, Serna had been 
trapped underwater when his truck toppled into a 
canal. A buddy managed to move him to an air 
pocket, saving his life, but the buddy and two others 
died. Years later, even the thought of confinement 
triggered flashbacks. 
 
As Serna arrived for his jail stay, Olivera, also a vet, 
saw his anxiety, entered the cell with Serna and spent 
the night. His kind act nearly brought Serna to tears, 
but the judge believes any vet would have done the 
same. “These are our brothers,” Olivera says. “We 
never leave each other behind.” 
 
Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled story alongside 
us, sharing in our suffering, brokenness and even 
death. As a comrade unlike any other, Jesus calls us 
his brothers and sisters, refusing to leave us behind 
with our self-imposed burdens. Above all, Jesus does 
what only God can: redeems us for the joy of new life. 
 
 

 

Welcome new baby 
 
Wanda Owens is excited to announce 
the birth of another great granddaughter.  
 
Congratulations to Katelyn and Jackson 
Douglas on the birth of their daughter Madelyn Dale 
born on July 24.  Proud grandparents are Cheryl and 
Kevin Owens. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Be still (and silent) 
 

We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how 
nature — trees, flowers, grass — grow in silence; see 
the stars, the moon, the sun, how they move in silence. 
… The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we 
can give in our active life. We need silence to be able 
to touch souls. The essential thing is not what we say, 
but what God says to us and through us. All our words 
will be useless unless they come from within — words 
which do not give the light of Christ increase the 
darkness.  —-Mother Teresa 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Office closure 
 

The church office will be closed Monday, September 
6 in observance of Labor Day. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 
 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Marge Cole 
W. D. Jones 
Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 
 

Teachers and Administrators 
 

 

   
 
 

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W. D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


