
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

     In our hectic lives, sometimes we let the world around us rather than Jesus, the 
Christ who should live within us, dictate what’s on our to do list for the day or week. I 
was meditating on this thought recently as I was driving to visit my grandfather in 
Tennessee. I had programmed into my phone’s GPS the destination, upon which I was 
immediately notified that there was a traffic accident less than two hours in front of 
me. Considering the trip was 13 hours long, it was a small part of the whole. But I 
found myself increasingly worried as I drove further and further up the road. The GPS 
updated every ten minutes, and soon the size of the wreck was causing a “one hour 
slowdown”. I had planned to eat lunch on the other side of the wreck (before I turned 
on the GPS). As I got within thirty minutes of this major accident, I thought that 
maybe I should just go ahead and pull over to eat lunch before getting stuck in endless 
traffic. My anxiety was clearly building. 
 

     One minute before pulling off the road to eat, the GPS notified me that the accident 
was clearing up. I drove five more minutes down the road, and it cleared up fifteen 
more minutes of time. With each passing minute, another ten minutes had been taken 
off of the slowdown. By the time I reached where the wreck had sprawled out to, it 
was no longer anywhere in site. And by the time I got to the site of the wreck itself, 
tow trucks and police cars and ambulances were long gone. It got me pondering the 
way we often view our lives, more under a microscope than with a telescope. 
 

  I decided that our church could benefit from this perspective. Rather than always 
looking at just the next thing, it would be helpful for us to view our Christian walk in 
seasons. Pondering scripture, I remembered Galatians 5:22-23. In these two verses, 
Paul spells out for the church at Galatia that as followers of Christ they are to bear 
fruit. Those fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self control. 
 

     Each fruit of the Spirit is one our church will be able to dwell on for a season. The 
first season, starting in October and going through December, will be joy. It makes 
sense that we would take time to sit with the fruit of joy. Fall is full of it. Bright orange 
decorations are on almost every door. Homes are filled with fragrant pumpkin spice 
smells. Kids in costumes jump excitedly as every piece of chocolate falls into their 
bags of candy. We gather with grateful hearts and eager bellies for tasty turkey and 
scrumptious pecan pie with friends and family. And we end by celebrating the 
wonder and awe of the Christ child with hearty carols, lights everywhere to dispel the 
darkness, and the joy that comes from the Christ child being born anew among us! 
 

     So how about it? As Christ-followers, we are called to bear the fruit of joy in this 
Season of Joy. Ask yourself, in your prayer time, in your praise and worship, in your 
drive down the road, even as your head hits the pillow at the end of a long and 
arduous day, how am I, as a Christ-follower, bearing the fruit of joy? How will I live 
so that people can identify me by the fruit I bear for Jesus?    
  
Much Joy, 
Pastor Don 
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Lessons from the lilies 

 
Recently I was challenged to think about what 
consumes me — and what distracts me from giving 
God more. In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus tells us not to 
worry about what we eat, drink and wear. I’ve read 
those verses numerous times and usually respond, 
“Yeah, but the birds and lilies don’t have mortgages 
and bills! How can I not worry?” I’m finally realizing 
that if I put Christ first, then my trust in him affects 
my day-to-day decisions. Plus, negative thoughts start 
to fade. 

When do you respond, “Yeah, but …” to God? Maybe 
it’s when you want to sleep in on Sunday, or when the 
offering plate is passed, or when you’re asked to teach 
Sunday school. Try reciting Matthew 6:33 often: “But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you” (ESV). 
When we prioritize Jesus, he guides us toward him 
and away from worries.—Julie Lee 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saying nothing sometimes says the most.  

—Emily Dickinson 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going to extremes 
 
When a herd of elephants ventured into a town in 
eastern India, people chased them away. But soon 
they learned that a baby elephant had fallen into a 30-
foot well and been left behind. Workers had to use 
three backhoes to free the calf, breaking down the 
brick well and digging a sloping trench for the 
youngster to walk out on. 

Righting a wrong — and even saving a life — may 
require extreme measures. A structure holding 
someone captive may need to be torn down. And in 
many cases, it’s better to allow the trapped one as 
much independence and agency as possible. Rather 
than hoisting the elephant out vertically, which might 
have been dangerous and traumatic, helpers made a 
path so it could take part in attaining its freedom. 

God often works like this, restoring and equipping us 
to partner with him. How can we assist others while 
granting them the dignity of being part of the 
solution? —Heidi Hyland Mann 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 

 

Especially at this time of social distancing and 
isolation remember our home bound members.  
Please consider sending them a note or making a 
call to brighten their day.   
 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet October 1st, 13th and 29th.  Feel free to  
contact Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 

Preschool remains closed 
 
The preschool was very excited to be able to open for 
the 2021-22 Fall semester, but the closer it came to 
opening the preschool board decided it was best to 
not open in September.  We will reevaluate for a  
January opening. The surging numbers in Covid  
infection of children under 11 and the low enrollment 
were the basis for our decision. It was a very difficult 
and prayerful decision.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and prayer for 
the preschool, staff and students. 
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Military Care update 
 

Please call or send a card to celebrate the following 
birthdays.   
 

        October 1       Bryan Dames 
        October 20     Don Clark 
        October 26     Thurman Hefty’s 100th 

 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  They make great sacrifices to protect our 
freedom.     

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Learn from leaves 
 
As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple 
cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us how 
beautiful it is to let things go.” 
 
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn 

vibrant shades of yellow, orange and 
red. This yearly spectacle makes way 
for the leaves to let go and fall. It also 
serves as a good reminder of things we 
may need to drop: clutter around the 
home, a desire for control, commitments 

that no longer bring joy, personal expectations that 
cause added stress, a need to always be right and so 
on. 
 
Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as 
slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to abandon 
his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what 
weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s best for 
our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and see 
just how beautiful it is to let things go! 
 

—Janna Firestone 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mixed signals 
 

A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and 
said, “I’d like you to pray for my hearing.” 

Placing hands on the man’s ears, the pastor said a very 
passionate, earnest prayer and then asked the visitor, 
“How’s your hearing now?” 

With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s 
scheduled for tomorrow.” 

 
On Sunday, October 3 we will 
celebrate Pastor Appreciation 
Day with a pot luck lunch after 
Worship. No gifts are expected 
however, you may consider 
presenting him with an 
appreciation card, a Visa/MC 
gift card, a Walmart or Sprouts 
gift card or possibly cash.  
 
The month of October is Pastor Appreciation month. 
This time is set aside to confirm Pastor Don’s calling 
and to let him know that we appreciate his leadership.  
Let’s not forget that he is still a part of the body of 
Christ just like us and should be treated in the same 
way we treat our other brothers and sisters. Be sure to 
encourage him as he encourages us. 
 
Obey your leaders and do what they say. They are 
watching over you, and they must answer to God. So 
don’t make them sad as they do their work. Make 
them happy. Otherwise, they won’t be able to help you 
at all. Hebrews 13:17 (Contemporary English 
Version)  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directory update 
 

Linda McDaniel has recently moved.  Her address has 
been updated in the online directory.  You may also 
contact the office for her new address. 
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1122 Bryant Street 
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Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Monday thru Thursday 

Phone: 817/249-1257  

E-mail: bumc@benbrookumc.org 

Web Site: www.benbrookumc.org 

JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 
 

 

 
 

Thurman and Jean Hefty 
Marge Cole 
Wayne  and Jane Wilson 
W.D. Jones 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Don Petty and family    
Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 
   

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W. D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


