
Dear Church Family, 
 
     There’s this little thing we do in church that is truly a big thing. So much so that if 
we are not careful, we forget it. It’s called the Advent Wreath. We say Advent 
because it’s a season of preparation. Jesus has not yet been born, even though the 
world around us assures us it has already happened, maybe even a month ago! It’s 
called the Advent Wreath because it’s a simple circle, that reminds us how connected 
the most important parts of this season of preparation for Christ’s coming are. 
 
     Four candles are all it takes, with the final Christ Candle being lit on Christmas 
Eve. Four candles that embody everything that is ultimately important in this season 
we often get swept away in. Four candles that represent our focus when we forget 
and lose focus. 
 
     There’s hope. Hope is the thing that sustains us. That reminds us that we are more 
than our present circumstances. That in Jesus, there is always more than the worst of 
our days, or the best of our days, because it always prepares by looking forward. As 
Emily Dickinson writes, “Hope is the thing with feathers, that perches in the soul.” 
 
     There’s peace. Peace isn’t just the absence of violence and war and fighting. It is 
the acceptance of our lives, the calmness in the storm, the stillness in the midst of the 
swirl of everything. Jesus reminds us he is the Prince of Peace because only a prince 
like Jesus can soothe our souls on the inside, regardless of what goes on inside. 
 
     Then, there’s love. It’s easy to get distracted by all the things in this world that are 
not love. That fill us with an emotion that carry us away from ourselves and our 
present circumstances. But the love that is found in Jesus Christ is what carries us 
back to the heart of it all, the heart of God. There could be no more perfect love than 
that which Jesus gives. 
 
     Fourth, there’s joy. Joy at his arrival. Joy because Jesus is truly on the way. Joy 
that is not stymied by even the long-suffering of days that seem longer than years 
when we hurt and pain that seems unbearable even with the sights and sounds and 
scents of this season. Joy because our Savior is deeper and stronger and wider than 
anything else we could ever truly know. 
 
     Finally, we light the Christ Candle as we are reminded that he was born in a 
manger, to first-time parents, and shepherds and kings would come and bow on 
bended knee. He was the marvel that came into our world despite its uncertainty. He 
is the hope and peace and love and joy that sustains us always. 
 
Grace, Mercy, Wisdom, and Peace, 
Pastor Don 
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Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 
 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet December 12th.  They will not meet on 
December 26.  Feel free to  contact Frances for 
more information at  817  249-0084. 
 
Especially in this holiday season of social 
distancing and isolation remember our home 
bound members.  Please consider sending them a 
note or making a call to brighten their day.   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Upside down? 
 

Even amid increased secularization, God makes the 
core Christmas message known. Take, for example, 
the story of a “winter pageant” a mother attended at 
her son’s grade school. Songs of reindeer, snow and 
Santa included one titled “Christmas Love,” in which 
the youngest performers held up letters as the song 
progressed: “C,” “H,” etc. 
 
When a little girl unknowingly held her “M” upside 
down, the older kids snickered and the adult audience 
smiled acceptingly. But as the song drew to a close 
and all the letters were revealed, surprised recognition 
struck the Christians in the room. 
 
“CHRISTWAS LOVE,” read the string of student-
borne letters. God’s truth had penetrated the human 
clutter and confusion around Christmas — as it has 
power to do throughout our lives: “Christ was love.” 
And of course, he still is. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas is proof 
 

Christmas is a time to be happy! … A time for 
celebrating and sharing. For God stoops down to be 
one of us, born as a poor baby so that we can be rich. 
He does not leave us to get along as best we can. He 
joins us where we are. God is committed to us. 
Christmas is proof that God cares. That is why we 
celebrate — and show our care in turn to those who 
need it. —F. Hebart 

 
 

Away in a Manger 
A Gift to the Community 

 
A beautiful display of over 1,300 nativity scenes 
showing “The birth of Christ through the eyes of the 
world.”  See this wonderful collection of how Christ’s 
birth is celebrated in the quaint setting of Langdon 
Center’s concert Hall in Granbury.  A poster with 
Nativity dates, times and location is posted on the 
window in the narthex. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

With humble hearts 
 
Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity, which marks the 
likely spot of Jesus’ birth, has a four-foot-high 
entrance. Throughout the centuries, the height of the 
entrance has been lowered twice: once to prevent 
looting and once to keep out camel- and horse-riders. 
 
Because visitors must bow as they enter, this has 
become known as the Door of Humility. It’s a 
reminder of the reverent, submissive posture our 
hearts should take as we approach our newborn Lord 
and Savior. It’s also a reminder that Jesus is the 
narrow door (Luke 13:24) — the only path to eternal 
life. 
 
As you worship this Christmas season, whether or not 
you’re physically able to kneel, enter Jesus’ presence 
with a humble and thankful heart. He alone deserves 
our reverence because he alone is able to save.  

 

 

Wishing you the special joy that Christmas 

brings as God  reveals His presence among 

us.  May this gift of love be your hope and 

strength now and in the New Year.   
 

Rev. Don Petty, Terry Grant, 

 Cindy Merworth, Jane McMillan 
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Christmas Services 
 
The Longest Night service is scheduled for 6:00 pm 
on Sunday, December 19. This short service is for 
those who are grieving change, loss, or death over the 
course of the last year. It’s not just for those who have 
lost loved ones, but also lost jobs, change in 
relationships, a pandemic and other forms of grief.  
 
Candlelight service is scheduled for 4:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve.  Invite family and friends to hear the 
Christmas story before your family celebration.  Holy 
Communion will be offered. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spirit of  Christmas giving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are providing gifts for ten residents of Benbrook 
Nursing Home.  No mittens/trees on windows this 
year. You will receive an email with the subject 
BUMC Christmas.  You will be able to view all gift 
needs and sign up for the ones you would like to  
provide. 
 

Wrap gifts and attach resident’s name tag securely to 
package. You may bring them to church on Sundays 
or drop them by the office during business hours.  
Gifts are due at the church by noon Monday, 
December 13.  Your generosity will benefit the 
elderly in our community and hopefully brighten your 
Christmas as well.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

“Christmas is not as much about opening our 
presents as opening our hearts.” 
—Janice Maeditere  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Office closed 
 

The church office will be closed for holiday vacation 
beginning noon Thursday, December 23  We will 
return Monday, January 3.  Pastor Don can be reached 
at 276 685-1999. 

 
Military Birthdays 

 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following December birthdays: 

 
 December 5 - Teri Houston-Martin 
 December 7 - Dee Gibson 
 December 8 - W. D. Jones 
 December 21 - Bill Moore 

 
Wishing all our veterans and active military a very 
Merry Christmas. - Military Care 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Remembering our Home Bound 

 

Each year we deliver a small Christmas gift to our 
home bound members to let them know they are 
remembered.  If you would like to donate to this 
ministry please mark your donation “Home Bound” 
and place it in the offering plate no later than Sunday, 
December 12. 
 

We will be providing gifts for 9 home bound members 
this year.  If you would consider delivering one of the 
gifts please call or text Kay Moreland at 817 980-4797 
or email at kaymoreland@yahoo.com. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

Joyce Kimberlin 
 
 
 

Ongoing need for prayer 
 
 

 
 

Marge Cole 
Karen Witchley 
Jean Hefty 
Tessa Trimble 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don and family      

Our Country’s Leaders                

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 

First Responders 

 

     
 

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty  
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears 
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull   

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                    
W.D. Jones 
Dell Smith   
Linda Sullivan 
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


