
 

 

      
Dear Church Family, 
 
     We tend to associate Christmas with the end of the calendar year, but the 
Season of Christmas in the life of the Church is actually twelve days, spilling well 
over into the New Year. The season ends with the giving of gifts at Epiphany. At 
precisely the moment when the Wise Men are coming to see the Christ Child and 
bear gifts of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh, we are mostly putting away our 
wrapping paper and bows. 
 
     The last three months we have bearing the fruit of Joy! To see the many ways 
we have chosen joy in our church and home lives has been remarkable. But now 
we have the opportunity here at Benbrook UMC to focus on a new fruit, the fruit of 
Love. 
 
     Love is a perfect fruit as we bring our gifts before the Christ Child in this 
Season of Epiphany. And because we have just witnessed the birth of Love 
Incarnate in the coming of the infant Jesus, we are well equipped to respond in 
kind. How will you share the fruit of Love as we come into this New Year of 
2022? 
 
     Will you check in with the neighbor you haven’t spoken to in a while? Will you 
call that distant friend that the last time you spoke you were at cross words with 
each other? Will you volunteer at a hospital or nursing home or food pantry to give 
of yourself that others might know Jesus more fully? How will you intentionally 
reach out to this hurting world and show love? 
 
     There are many things around us that we cannot control. But bearing the fruit of 
love is a gift that we can be very deliberate in giving or withholding. I hope that 
you will pray about and act upon the prompting of the Holy Spirit as God guides 
you in showing the fruit of love in your family, your church, and especially the 
surrounding Benbrook community. 
 
Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace,       
Pastor Don 

 
**************************************************** 

 

Facing the future 
 

Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches the work of grace within you. The 
future belongs to God. He is in charge of all things. Never second-guess him.             
—François Fenelon 
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What’s in a name? 
 

As the U.S. evacuated thousands from Afghanistan in 
August 2021, an Afghan woman gave birth on a 
plane. She named her daughter Reach — the name of 
the aircraft that brought her family to safety. 
 
Many people name their children after loved ones or 
special events; a child born on Christmas might be 
called Noel or Holly. In Bible times, too, names often 
had meanings: Eve likely means “mother of all 
living”; Abraham, “father of many”; Isaac, “laughter.” 
Moses is a play on words with the Hebrew for “draw 
out” because Pharaoh’s daughter drew him from the 
Nile. 

Of course, the most important biblical name is Jesus, 
which means “The Lord saves.” As the angel told 
Joseph, “[Mary] will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21, ESV). The Christian church 
traditionally celebrates Name of Jesus on January 1. 
But every day, as we pray in Jesus’ name, we 
remember that what’s in this name is the salvation 
God offers to all. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Biblical resolutions 

 
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-
18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

—Gus Nichols (adapted) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-
________          ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 
“Jesus did not come to make God’s love 
possible, but to make God’s love visible.” 
—Author unknown  

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Be of  good cheer 

 
Near the end of every January, stories circulate about 
“Blue Monday,” supposedly the year’s most 
depressing day. Factors include broken New Year’s 
resolutions, Christmas debts and cold weather. But 
this phenomenon actually originated as a PR 
gimmick. U.K. marketers invented Blue Monday as 
“the best day to book a summer holiday,” and a 
psychologist they enlisted to help later admitted the 
saddest-seeming day became a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

January may lack the excitement of December, but it 
doesn’t have to be a letdown. Christmas is over, but 
Jesus isn’t! No matter the season of the year or our 
season of life, Christians always have reason for joy: 
God’s promises of forgiveness and eternal victory. As 
Jesus says in John 16:33, “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (KJV). 
 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet January 7th and 21st.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 

 

One resolution I have made, and try always 
to keep, is this : to rise above the little 
things. —John Burroughs 
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Words of  thanks 

 
Twenty nine boxes totaling 312 Christmas cards were 
delivered to deployed troops!  Thank you for your 
participation in this morale-boosting program.  
—Military Care Committee 
 
Special thanks to Lynn and Margie James for their 
dedication in providing the beautiful seasonal 
decorations in the Sanctuary. 
 
Jean and Thurman Hefty wish to thank everyone for 
their gift basket and the caroling visit. 
 
Thanks to everyone who provided gifts for  the Spirit 
of Christmas program last month.  I know your 
generosity blessed the nursing home residents.  
Hopefully it brightened your Christmas as well. 
 —Jane McMillan 
 
Thank you for the many well wishes and gifts of love 
extended to me during the Christmas season.  
—Jane McMillan 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Military birthday 
 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following January birthday: 
 

 

January 25 - Randy Welch 
 

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  Happy New Year!   - Military Care 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The old family Bible 
 

A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was 
fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked 
up the object and looked at it. What he held in his 
hand was an old leaf that had been pressed in between 
the pages. 
 
“Mama, look what I found!” the boy called out. 
 
“What have you got there, dear?” asked his mother. 
 
The young boy answered in a voice hushed with awe, 
“I think it’s Adam’s underwear.” 

 
New and improved 

 
A minister on the Internet, who calls himself simply 
Pastor Tim, loves to tell jokes. One joke is about a 
little girl sitting on her grandfather’s lap, while he 
reads a bedtime story to her. 
 
As the child listened, she kept reaching up to her 
grandfather’s face to trace his many wrinkles with her 
finger. When the story was finished, she looked at him 
quizzically and said, “Granddaddy, did God make 
you?” 
 
“Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a long 
time ago.” 
 
“God made me too, didn’t he?’ 
 
“Yes,” he affirmed. “God made you not too many 
years ago.” 
 
She then placed one of her hands on her own face, 
noticed how smooth it was and said, “God’s getting 
better at it now, isn’t he?”  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The question is not “Is God leading?” but 
rather “Are we following?”  
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Office Hours:  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Samantha Sorge 
Marge Cole 
Tessa Trimble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jean & Thurman Hefty 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W.D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


