
 

 

          What have you been praying for in your prayer time recently? Have you 
thought to pray specifically for perspective? It is not an easy prayer, for accepting 
perspective (often different from our own circumstances) leads us to humility, even 
if we feel we are quite humble. However, it is also a powerful and active prayer, 
because perspective teaches us where and what and toward whom to be kind. 
     Have you noticed one of the trends coming out of this pandemic has been the 
prevalence of “Be Kind” t-shirts and journal covers and graphics on Facebook and 
Instagram? The slogan is everywhere. We have a world that has come to a 
consensus that it’s cool to be kind. And that’s a wonderful thing! I think it’s come 
out of the pandemic because the last two and a half years have taught us more than 
our share of cruel. The separation, anxiety, depression, sickness, and economic 
hardship have taught us that it is important to be kind. It’s a powerful prayer that 
the world has been praying, unknowingly seemingly, as we have seen the tool that 
perspective teaches us. 
     God’s perspective teaches us to view the world with kindness, rather than 
bitterness or hatred or envy. It’s more than coming to an acceptance of things as 
they are. It’s an active doing because kindness is a verb rather than an emotion or a 
state of mind, the same way that love is. 
     Let’s take a moment and consider a month at a glance, namely, the month of 
June. In this month, school lets out. Students and parents and teachers rejoice for 
the break! Until…students get bored because they’re not with their friends five 
days a week and parents realize they have to do something with their kids for the 
summer and teachers get stressed because lesson plans have to start being written 
for the upcoming school year on top of the endless staff meetings! 
     Now, to be outside of that sphere, to not be someone who is a student or parent 
or teacher in this month, we might see the world entirely differently. We might 
think, “Why are students and parents and teachers stressed? Don’t they know 
they’re out for summer? They can go on vacation now! What are they complaining 
about?” However, none of these views we might be thinking are particularly good 
at being kind! 
     To pray for perspective is to put ourselves in the joys and concerns and the lives 
of others in an active way. Perhaps we might offer to babysit a parent whose work 
schedule makes summer particularly difficult. Perhaps we might text more or play 
video games alongside our grandkids since they are more apt to be bored. Perhaps 
we might give our school teacher friends a warm meal or a gift card to a spa so that 
they don’t have to think about juggling dinner and kids and family and their work 
that so few people see outside of the September to May school year. 
     To pray for perspective may seem like it’s just sitting around and thinking and 
saying a few prayers. But it is actually very active listening that has the potential to 
engage us in the needs of those around us in meaningful, life-giving ways. Join me 
this month in praying for perspective and see how it will change the relationships 
around us. 
Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace,       
Pastor Don 
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Clergy appointment announced 
 
 Pastor Don Petty has been appointed to remain our 
spiritual leader for another year.  Continue to offer 
him and his family up in prayer as they share their 
grace, love and blessings with each of you in Christ’s 
work in the coming year.   

 
 

 

Summer is on it’s way 
 

Children will be home for the summer the first week 
of June.  WestAid is getting ready by trying to fill the 
shelves with more kid friendly items.  In order to do 
this though they need our help! They are in need of 
the following items: 
 
 applesauce  canned fruit 
 mac'n'cheese  peanut butter  
 jelly/jam  canned meats 
 canned pasta  cereal 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Celebrating the church’s birthday 
 
Pentecost Sunday is June 5th.  On Pentecost, we 
remember when the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’ 
disciples. As they gathered in Jerusalem 10 days after 
Jesus’ ascension, they saw tongues of fire, heard 
rushing wind and began speaking in many languages. 
Because the disciples could then share the good news 
with all the pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost 
festival, the occasion marks the birthday of the 
Christian church. That day alone, about 3,000 people 
devoted their lives to Christ. 

Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and 
relevant today. As theologian Henri Nouwen writes, 
“Without Pentecost the Christ-event — the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus — remains imprisoned in 
history as something to remember, think about and 
reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within 
us, so that we can become living Christs here and 
now.” 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 
 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet June 10th and 24th.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 

Summer 

GOSPEL  
Concert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 18 
6:00 p.m. 

Benbrook United Methodist Church 
 

Special Guests: 
 

Earley Praises 

Gregg Family Singers 

Linda Lyons 

Sheila Wilson 
 

Free admission.  Love offering appreciated. 

JUNE 19 
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The church hive 
 

Bees live in a cooperative way 
described as “eusociality,” or good 
relations. Each bee contributes a 
specific skill to the colony, 
synchronizing its efforts for the 
benefit of all. Likewise, a church’s 

health depends on all members fulfilling their 
responsibility to the organism as a whole. 
Descriptions of hive life mirror Paul’s words about 
the body of Christ, with members having different 
gifts “but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4). 

According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and 
a zoology professor, a beehive is the perfect “living 
illustration of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, 
“Those of us who have believed in Jesus belong to 
one another just as much as we belong to Christ. We 
cannot live independently of one another anymore 
than we can live independently of Christ. Like the 
bees, we must learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, 
sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may 
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ’” (Ephesians 4:15, KJV). How are you using 
your own spiritual gifts to build up your church 
“hive”? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Preschool registration opens 
  
Benbrook United Methodist Preschool is holding 
registration for the 2022-23 school year.  Church 
members and returning students may enroll now. 
Please contact Terry Grant at 817 249-0460 to pick  
up registration forms.  You will also find the forms 
under the preschool tab on our website. 
www.benbrookumc.org    
  
Classes are held Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am 
to 2:00pm.  The program serves children from two 
years of age through Pre-K..  All classes are for 
children of the appropriate age by September 1, 2022.  
Monthly tuition includes weekly chapel, music, 
STEM and tumbling.  This is a small program with 
low student-teacher ratio.   
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Stewardship is a matter of joyful experience. 

 

 

Grateful people are joyful people 
 
In a 2013 TED Talk, David Steindl-Rast says many 
people think happiness leads to gratefulness. “Think 
again,” he says. “Is it really the happy people that are 
grateful? We all know … people who have everything 
it [takes] to be happy, and they are not happy, because 
they want something else or they want more of the 
same. And we all know people who have lots of 
misfortune [yet] are deeply happy. ... Why? Because 
they are grateful. So it is not happiness that makes us 
grateful. It’s gratefulness that makes us happy.” 

We must be cautious: Depression is a real illness, and 
therapy or medicine may be necessary to help us feel 
“happy” and enjoy life again. Also, “joy” is perhaps a 
more fitting word than “happiness”; happiness can be 
fleeting and superficial, while joy is heart-deep and 
abiding. In Jesus, even when we’re sad or struggling 
or fearful, we can have joy — the confidence that God 
holds us in his arms. And for that, we can be grateful. 
Indeed, Steindl-Rast concludes, “Grateful people are 
joyful people.” 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you 
reap but by the seeds that you plant.”  
—Robert Louis Stevenson  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Mary Ann Banks 
Marge Cole 
Tessa Trimble 
Dylan Bryan  

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jane Houdek 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W.D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 

  June 14 


