
 

 

          “Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” - Acts 2:43-
47 
 

    My son is a numbers cruncher. He loves math, and everything to do with it. He 
thrives off of problems that deal in integers. Ask him to multiply two random 
numbers and he not only does it, but asks to be timed while doing it. 
      

    Not everyone has the same fondness for numbers. For some people, their passion 
is medicine. So they become doctors and nurses. Others have a fondness for 
helping people fight injustice and make sure that the law is followed. They become 
lawyers and police officers. Still others plant seeds that will blossom into desire for 
the fruit of knowledge. They become educators, teachers, and professors.  
 

    Still, at the end of the day, all of those types of people come together in Acts. 
Following the day of Pentecost it was an exciting time in the early church. They 
came together and stuck together, eager to see what was next. They could have 
been fearful because it involved stretching themselves, venturing into uncharted 
territory. But instead, their faith led them to step out. We are here today as 
Christians in large part because of the boldness of those very first apostles. 
 

    We find ourselves in some tumultuous waters. While gas prices have gone up 
before, when can any of us name a time when they were this high, much less for 
this long? It’s a horrible time to try and buy a home, much less a car. Inflation is 
through the roof, with even basic staple goods climbing! And to top it off, there’s a 
war halfway around the world with no end in sight, dramatically affecting all of 
these things. 
 

    Our church is in a similar situation, in that the price of everything has 
skyrocketed. The electric bill for this month has doubled. Insurance has jumped 
considerably. The various groups of people who use our facility for rent are out for 
the summer. We know giving will pick up come the fall, but the crunch to our 
budget is now. 
 

    I’m not asking you to sell all your possessions like some of the first century 
Christians did. But I am asking us to come together. Would you consider upping 
your giving to the church? While an extra $50 or $100 would be wonderful each 
week, and there are some among us who might give that amount, I understand that 
not everyone is in that spot. I have increased my weekly giving by $10. I hope that 
you will prayerfully consider helping out, especially during this financially pinched 
time that we find ourselves in.  
 

Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
Pastor Don 
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Work for a cause NOT or applause.   
 

Live life to express NOT to impress.   
 

Don’t strive to make your presence noticed 
just make your absence felt.     

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Needs for summer months 
 

While children are home for the summer, WestAid 
needs to fill the shelves with more kid friendly 
items.  In order to do this though they need our help! 
They are in need of the following items: 
 
 applesauce  canned fruit 
 mac'n'cheese  peanut butter  
 jelly/jam  canned meats 
 canned pasta  cereal 
            snack bars  fruit snacks 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Well cared for shrub / flower beds beautify and make 
our church welcoming.  This maintenance depends 
fully on committed volunteers.  Please contact the 
office if you can help maintain even one area. 

Children’s Ministry cannot survive without 
volunteers.  Two unrelated adults are required each 
week during Children’s Church (JAM Session).  The 
more volunteers we have, the less often you will be 
asked to serve.  You will not be asked to teach a 
lesson; just be present to meet the Ministry Safe 
requirements.  Please contact the office for further 
information.   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I pray because I can’t help myself. I pray 
because I’m helpless. I pray because the 
need flows out of me all the time, waking and 
sleeping. It doesn’t change God. It changes 
me.—C.S. Lewis  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dwell in unity 
 

Considering the staggering height of redwood trees, 
we assume they must need incredibly deep roots. But 
these giants have extremely shallow roots, growing 
only 4 to 6 feet deep. 
 

Instead of heading downward, the roots extend 
outward — spreading out as far as 125 feet. Stability 
occurs because the roots intertwine with those of 
neighboring trees. This network allows redwoods to 
stand tall despite strong winds and storms. 
 

In a similar way, such interconnectedness keeps the 
body of Christ standing strong. Psalm 133:1 urges 
believers to “dwell in unity” (ESV). In order to 
inhabit one another’s lives, we must share our stories, 
offer forgiveness and provide encouragement. 
Through those actions, our roots spread wide as we 
support our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 
 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet July 8th and 22th.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 

 

Picnic 
Potluck 

 

Sunday, July 17 
in the CLC after 

Brush Arbor Service 
 

Bring your favorite picnic 
foods and enjoy church 

family fellowship. 
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Words of  thanks 

 
Thanks to Lynn James for delivering 56 bears to 
Cook Children’s hospital.  Thanks to everyone for 
your generous support of this important children’s 
outreach ministry.  ~ Jane McMillan 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make my 85th 
birthday so special.  I appreciate all the cards, gifts 
and especially your attendance at the celebration in 
the CLC. —Frances Covington 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congratulations 
 
Jo and Lanny Green are excited to 
announce the birth of their grand-
daughter, Lindy Mae.  Lindy, born 
on June 4, is the daughter of Jeff 
and Zoe Green. We thank God for 
this blessed new life in their 
family. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Military care update 
 

Consider extending a hand or sending a card to 
George Moreland to celebrate his birthday on July 
30th. 
 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  Happy July 4th!  Remember to fly your flag.            
Consider wearing red, white and blue to church on 
Sunday, July 3 in celebration of our freedom to 
worship.- Military Care 

 
\_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Upcoming Bible Studies 

 
Pastor Don will be leading two Bible Studies in July.  
Please notify him if you are planning to attend. 
 
Four week study on the Beatitudes beginning 
Tuesday, July 12 at 10:30am at church. 
 
Six week study on Revelation beginning Monday, 
July 25 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 

 

 

Oxygen for ministry 
 

Flight attendants instruct airplane passengers that if 
oxygen masks are needed, we should secure our own 
before assisting someone else. Why? If we aren’t 
getting enough oxygen ourselves, we can’t help 
another person for long. 

The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry — 
the work of loving and caring for our neighbors and 
God’s creation. But if we aren’t Spirit-fueled on an 
ongoing basis, we will soon lack capacity to serve. 
This may manifest as burnout, cynicism, exhaustion or 
even lack of faith. So how to ensure we’re breathing in 
the Spirit’s energy and guidance instead of poor-
quality “air”? 

By taking part in corporate worship regularly, 
immersing ourselves in the Scriptures (devotional 
reading and Bible study), praying “continually” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) and spending time with 
Christian friends and mentors. Opening ourselves to 
the Spirit in these ways allows the Breath of God to 
flow into us, which in turn empowers us to reach out 
to others in love.  —Heidi Hyland Mann 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

“Don’t speak unless you can improve the 
silence.”  —Spanish proverb  
 

 

We are one 
 

Christendom is one great people composed of persons of every country in concord in their faith and their love be-
cause there is One God, One Lord, One Spirit, One Hope. That is the marvelous mystery of the people of God.  —
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
 
 

Patriotic trivia 
 

As we celebrate America’s birthday, it’s interesting to note that clergymen wrote both the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the hymn “My Country ’Tis of Thee.” Rev. Francis Bellamy wrote the pledge in 1892. Rev. Samuel Francis 
Smith wrote the hymn in 1831. Both men were Baptist ministers. 
 
The pledge was first used in public schools in 1892 during Columbus Day observances. “My Country ’Tis of 
Thee” was used as a national song before “The Star-Spangled Banner” was named America’s national anthem in 
1931. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Bill Moore 
Marge Cole 
Tessa Trimble 
Dylan Bryan  

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Marge Cole  Jane Houdek 
Lolly Pinkston  Barbara Spears  
Wayne & Jane Wilson Ron Woodhull  

 
Assisted Living                    Nursing Facilities                     
W.D. Jones 
Dell Smith     
Linda Sullivan   
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


