
 

 

 

     There’s an interesting word in my teenage children’s vocabulary that often 
perplexes, frequently befuddles, and sometimes downright frustrates me. The word 
can mean so many things, even itself, if said with the right tone. The word is 
“whatever”. 
 
     Typically the situation plays out in this way. I will ask a child a question. And the 
response will be, “Whatever.” Now, to the untrained ear, it may sound like the 
response is dismissive, even insulting. But nothing could be farther from the truth. 
 
     To respond with, “Whatever” can frequently mean that the person doesn’t want to 
make a choice, and have left me to make the decision. Before you think this is only a 
typical teenager response, think about the last time you asked your spouse where 
they wanted to eat for dinner and they said, “Whatever.” It’s an answer but also a 
non-answer. Because it doesn’t resolve anything. 
 
     Now if we truly choose to select “Whatever” for dinner the answer we give to 
where we eat is met with “Oh, but not there, of course.” Well, make up your mind! 
The word is meant to imply that any choice is acceptable, when really the word our 
spouse is looking for should be, “I don’t know what I want.” 
 
     How odd then that one of my favorite scriptures from the Bible also manages to 
feature one of my most frustrating words.   
     “Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  
- Philippians 4:8 
 
    Here doing whatever clearly does not mean doing whatever. Unless that whatever 
is of excellence. And then, we are to be all over it, like peanut butter on jelly, or mac 
on cheese, or, well, you get the idea. 
 
     The problem is that far too many people live too much of their lives doing 
whatever as long as that whatever checks their boxes rather than the boxes of 
excellence and praise. Our whatever doesn’t line up with Paul’s whatever. Whatever 
is better understood as an attitude for life than a thing we do. When we posture 
ourselves toward following Christ we are to give it our all, our whatever, our 
absolute best, rather than our whatever, our flippant less than committal response. 
The world is full of half responses. We are called to do the best and give our all for 
Jesus. Whatever else is out there we can discard, because it doesn’t advance God’s 
work in this world. 
 
     So please, do “Whatever.” Just make sure it’s your best ever. And make sure it’s 
for Jesus.  
       For ever. And ever. Amen, 
         Pastor Don 
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Office closed 

 

The church office will be closed Thanksgiving Day.  
Pastor Don can be reached for emergencies at  
276 685-1999. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A veteran’s service 

 
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) led a 
life of daring and risk, from racing cars as a teen to 
piloting warplanes. Throughout his experiences, 
Rickenbacker grew in faith while discovering that 
“life had no meaning except in terms of helping 
others.” 

In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, 
Rickenbacker described spending four agonizing 
months of 1941 in the hospital after an accident. 
While recovering, he pondered life and death, 
concluding that he couldn’t give up because he still 
“had work to do, others to serve.” 

Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. 
After crashing in the South Pacific, Rickenbacker and 
“seven other starving men” were adrift on a raft for 21 
days. Most were “so young they needed the strength 
and understanding of a man who had been down in 
the valley of the shadow, who had suffered and made 
sense out of his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to 
me that God had a purpose in keeping me alive. … I 
had been saved to serve.” 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WestAid Food Drive 
 

ALL donations are greatly appreciated. You may want 
to consider providing a few of these items for holiday 
meals this month. 

 

Place donations in the WestAid bins 
 

   Cranberry Sauce                Cornbread Mix 
   Stuffing/Dressing Mix    Canned Gravy 
   Green Beans                         Canned Fried Onions 
   Instant Masked Potatoes (Family Size) 
   Cream of Mushroom Soup     
 

Cash donations are always appreciated. Please make 
checks payable to BUMC and write WestAid in the 
memo area. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gratitude galore 
 

If you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know 
they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an English 
bishop known for working with the poor, may not 
have had a fancy journal. But these words evoke such 
a list: “I will thank God … for the glory of the 
thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds 
and the laughter of children. … for the awe of the 
sunset, the beauty of flowers, the smile of friendship 
and the look of love … for the leaves on the trees in 
spring and autumn, for the witness of the leafless trees 
through the winter, teaching us that death is sleep and 
not destruction, for the sweetness of flowers and the 
scent of hay. Truly, oh Lord, the earth is full of thy 
riches! 
 
King concludes: “And yet how much more I will 
thank and praise God for the strength of my body 
enabling me to work, for the refreshment of sleep, for 
my daily bread, for the days of painless health, for the 
gift of my mind and the gift of my conscience, for his 
loving guidance of my mind ever since it first began 
to think, and of my heart ever since it first began to 
love. 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet November 11th and 25th.  Feel free to    
contact Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 

Save the Date:  Sanctuary Decorating 
in Preparation for Advent 

Saturday, November 26  —  9:00 am 
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Words of  thanks 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
 .   I just wanted to thank all of you for your generous 
support and care for myself and my family. Your kind 
cards, generous gifts, faithful encouragement, and 
uplifting prayers have been a wonderful reminder of 
the blessing this congregation is. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for all that you do to show your 
pastor appreciation. 
 
                               Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
                               Pastor Don 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Operation Home Front 

 
Christmas cards for the troops will be available on the 
table at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please pick up a 
box  or two and note the number of boxes you took on 
the clipboard.  A detailed instruction sheet is attached 
to the boxes.  They must be returned no later than  
Sunday, November 27th. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cleaning Days scheduled 
 

Special thanks to all who helped clean the CLC 
kitchen in October.  They worked extremely hard but a 
few things still need to be done.  Another clean up day 
is scheduled for Saturday, November 19 at 10:30am. 
 
Advent is approaching soon.  Please consider 
volunteering to help clean the Sanctuary on Saturday, 
November 12 at 10:30 am. 
 

 

Update from Military Care 
 
Please phone or send a card to celebrate the following 
birthdays.   
 

 November 7  Gloria Canchola 

 November 21 Wayne Wilson  
 

Remember to honor all Veterans on Veteran’s Day, 
Friday, November 11. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us 
—Ephesians 3:20 

 

 

Church Family Celebration 
 

Sunday, November 20 
 

following Worship Service 
 

Please come celebrate with your church family,  
and give thanks for our many blessings! 

 
Watch for the food sign-up sheet posted in the narthex .  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 
 

Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

Linda Sullivan - October 11 
 
 

 
 

Ongoing need for prayer 
 
 

 
 

Jane Wilson 
Clay Rush 
Karen Witchley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family                         

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 

Community First Responders 

   
 
 
 
   
 

Homebound 
Barbara Spears  Wayne & Jane Wilson    
Karen Witchley            
    
 

Assisted Living                    Care Facilities                     
Jane Houdek  Don Clark 
W.D. Jones  Lolly Pinkston 
Dell Smith      
Ron Woodhull  
                              
               

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 

Veteran’s Day 
Honoring Those Who Served 

Friday, November 11 


