
Dear Church Family, 
 

     It’s easy to be cynical about Christmas. For the last couple hundred years cynics 
have even had their anti-hero to champion in literature. First, it was Scrooge in 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Then, it was the Grinch in Dr. Seuss’s How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas. And it’s not hard to see why. The miserly old man forgets 
the importance of giving to others, often because of a wound from childhood. For a 
while, we can relate to that grouchiness and grumpiness. We’d prefer to be alone if 
the alternative means the possibility of being hurt. 
 

     For others, Christmas is a no-brainer to get into. There are so many wonderful 
scented candles and baked pies and crunchy cookies and ringing carols and twinkling 
lights. Santa and Rudolph and snowy sleighs and Hallmark movies remind of us the 
magic that accompanies the merriment. And as we put out our nativity scenes on 
hearths and on lawns, how could we not be reminded of the joy that Jesus brings? 
 

     Yes, Christmas is ultimately about God showing up. It’s about Emmanuel, God 
with us. It’s the Incarnate Word made flesh, in the most vulnerable way. It’s about 
God coming to be smack dab in the middle of it all, to be present in our 
imperfectness, choosing to live among us, whether we are ready for it or not. 
 

     In the United States, we value freedom and individualism, which usually is a good 
thing. We celebrate being ourselves. And if others don’t like it, well, they don’t have 
to participate in it with us. However, as we well know, God did not come for just us. 
God came to save the entire world. That is, those we get along with, and more 
importantly, those we don’t.  
 

     God came to the wise guys and the dense shepherds, the rich Scrooges and the 
poor Tiny Tims, the favored and the forgotten. So somehow, some way, we have to 
make this work, together. We can’t just let everyone do their own thing. We have a 
Savior in Jesus who came into a world in need and sought to live in community. So 
we can’t ignore the other. Christ comes into the fray, and so must we. 
 

     As you prepare yourself for another Christmas season, how will you prepare to be 
in community, to share the love of Christ with your family, your friends, and your 
naughty and your nice neighbors? If Christ came to save all, how will you seek to 
share his redemptive love this Christmas? 
 

     Perhaps it starts with inviting someone to church. Perhaps it’s just meeting at a 
diner for a warm cup of coffee. Perhaps it’s just listening to someone’s problems. If 
God shows up as tiny helpless baby Jesus, it is a reminder that we are called to show 
up in our most vulnerable state as well. Not with all the joy figured out. Not with all 
the grudges held. Just show up and be present, the way that God does this time every 
year.  
       Grace, Wisdom, Mercy, and Peace, 
         Pastor Don 

DECEMBER 2022 DECEMBER  2022 

The Spirit... 

Benbrook United Methodist  Church  

 

Vision Statement:  Our vision is for Benbrook UMC to be Benbrook’s vibrant, loving, Christ-
centered fellowship for worship and witness, united in mission and service to our neighbors. 

Focused on Christ; 
United in Prayer 

 

BUMC Staff 
 

Rev. Don Petty 
  Senior Pastor 

 
Cindy Merworth 

 Director of Music 
 

Syuzanna Kaszo  
Pianist 

 
Jane McMillan 

Administrative Assistant 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

 
Terry Grant 

   Preschool Director 
 
 



PAGE 2 

 

 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 
 
 
 

Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet December 9th and 23rd .  Feel free to  
contact Frances for more information at  817   
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Office closed 
 

The church office will be closed for holiday vacation 
beginning noon Thursday, December 22  We will 
return Monday, January 2.  Pastor Don can be reached 
at 276 685-1999. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From trashed to treasured 
 

In December 2017, Jimmy Amisial, a Texas State 
student home in Haiti on break, noticed a crowd 
peering into a trash can. A 4-month-old infant lay 
inside, but no one moved. So Amisial scooped up the 
baby and took him home to his mom. They washed 
and clothed him, gave him milk and sought medical 
care. 
 

After investigators failed to locate parents, a judge 
asked if Amisial would serve as legal guardian. 
Sensing “this had happened for a reason,” he “took a 
leap of faith.” Now Amisial is raising funds to adopt 
Emilio. “I’m glad I got the opportunity to transform 
his life from being abandoned in the trash to being a 
wonderful treasure,” he says. 
 

Likewise, God did not leave humankind trapped amid 
the trash of sin and evil, destruction and death. 
Instead, God came to us as Jesus, scooped us into his 
loving arms and claimed us as his own. Like Emilio, 
we’ve been transformed and are treasured. 
 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 
Christmas Services 

 
The Longest Night service is scheduled for 6:00 pm 
on Sunday, December 18. This short service is for 
those who are grieving change, loss, or death over the 
course of the last year. It’s not just for those who have 
lost loved ones, but also lost jobs, change in 
relationships, a pandemic and other forms of grief.  
 
Candlelight service is scheduled for 4:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve.  Invite family and friends to hear the 
Christmas story before your family celebration.  Holy 
Communion will be offered. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Christmas harvest 
 
Christmas is the harvest time of love. Souls are drawn 
to other souls. All that we have read and thought and 
hoped comes to fruition at this happy time. Our spirits 
are astir. We feel within us a strong desire to serve. A 
strange, subtle force, a new kindness, animates man 
and child. A new spirit is growing in us. No longer are 
we content to relieve pain, to sweeten sorrow, to give 
the crust of charity. We dare to give friendship, 
service, the equal loaf of bread and love. 
 

—Helen Keller 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“The good news of great joy changed the 
course of every silent night to come.”            
—Alicia Bruxvoort 

 

Wishing you the special joy that Christmas 

brings as God  reveals His presence among 

us.  May this gift of love be your hope and 

strength now and in the New Year.   
 

Rev. Don Petty, Terry Grant, 

 Cindy Merworth, Jane McMillan 
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Spirit of  Christmas giving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are providing gifts for ten residents of Benbrook 
Nursing Home.  Christmas trees with gift needs will 
be posted on Narthex windows.  You will be able to 
view all gift needs and sign up for the ones you would 
like to  provide. 
 

Wrap gifts and attach resident’s name tag securely to 
package. You may bring them to church on Sundays 
or drop them by the office during business hours.  
Gifts are due at the church by noon Wednesday, 
December 14.  Your generosity will benefit the 
elderly in our community and hopefully brighten your 
Christmas as well.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

“Christmas is not as much about opening our 
presents as opening our hearts.” 
—Janice Maeditere  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Christmas crackups 
 

Enjoy these kid-friendly holiday jokes! 
 

What does the gingerbread man put on his bed? 
Cookie sheets. 

How much did Santa pay for his sleigh?               
Nothing. It was on the house! 

What do you sing at a snowman’s birthday party? 
“Freeze a jolly good fellow!” 

What goes “Oh, Oh, Oh”?                                        
Santa walking backward. 

What is an elf’s favorite kind of music?                 
Wrap music! 

What kind of photos do Santa’s helpers take?      
Elfies. 

 

Military Birthdays 
 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following December birthdays: 

 
 December 5 - Teri Houston-Martin 

 December 7 - Dee Gibson 

 December 8 - W. D. Jones 

 December 21 - Bill Moore 

 

Wishing all our veterans and active military a very 
Merry Christmas. - Military Care 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remembering our Home Bound 
 

Each year we deliver a small Christmas gift to our 
home bound members to let them know they are 
remembered.  If you would like to donate to this 
ministry please mark your donation “Home Bound” 
and place it in the offering plate no later than Sunday, 
December 11. 
 

We will be providing gifts for 10 home bound members 
this year.  If you would consider delivering one of the 
gifts please call Frances Covington  at 817 415-4684, 

 



PAGE 4 Benbrook United Methodist Church 

1122 Bryant Street 

Benbrook, Texas 76126 

Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Monday thru Thursday 

Phone: 817 249-1257      Fax: 817 249-0264 

E-mail: bumc@benbrookumc.org 

Web Site: www.benbrookumc.org 

JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  
 

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
 

 
 
 
 

Ongoing need for prayer 
 
 

 
 

Frances Covington 
Karen Witchley 
Lolly Pinkston 
Jane Houdek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don and family      

Our Country’s Leaders                

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 

First Responders 

 

     
 

Homebound 
Barbara Spears  Wayne & Jane Wilson    
Karen Witchley            
    
 

Assisted Living                    Care Facilities                     
Jane Houdek  Don Clark 
W.D. Jones  Lolly Pinkston 
Dell Smith      
Ron Woodhull  
                              
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list. 

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


