
 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
     January is a time for making New Year’s Resolutions. Or rather, from staying 
far away from them! We know that most New Year’s Resolutions are well 
intended, but often end when we fall off the wagon, either through a small slip-up 
to our diet or exercise, usually about two weeks in. Perhaps we set ourselves up for 
failure because we try to go into our resolutions by treating them like a sprint 
rather than a marathon. 
 
    “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us  
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run  
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer  
and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him  
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right  
hand of the throne of God.” - Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
     Cultivating a life lived for Jesus Christ is something we all hopefully can agree 
is more serious than a New Year’s Resolution. It requires a commitment to work 
hard to improve our spiritual walk, through our church membership pledge to our 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and mission work. 
 
     But sometimes, we come to the start of a new year and feel that all of those 
commitments to walk more faithfully with Jesus are being met and it’s still not 
enough. What then, and where, might God still be drawing us further into sharing 
the Good News? How about resolving to renew our relationships? 
 
     I still meet with so many people post-pandemic who feel isolated and estranged 
from friends and family. Either it is a rift of their own doing, by cross words or 
poor decisions. Or it is accidental, a falling through the cracks by failing to pick up 
the phone until the distance of time becomes a divide in their mind that they can’t 
imagine anyone forgiving them for. Whatever way it happens, we all have 
relationships in our lives that have needed mending and tending. 
 
     They say confession is good for the soul. I confess that I have fallen short in 
tending some of my family, friend, and colleague relationships over the last several 
years, and I will be making a renewed effort to mend them. I recognize these are 
not quick fixes, but intentional engagements. If Christ is truly seeking to make all 
things new as it says in Revelation 21:6, then this New Year means I am resolving 
to renew my relationships, running the race with perseverance. I challenge you to 
do the same. 
        Grace and Wisdom, 
        Pastor Don 
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Writing our life — with God’s help 
 

A journalist once said you can measure the quality of 
a piece of writing by the quality of what has been cut. 
No matter how beautiful or interesting a phrase or 
sentence is, the piece may be stronger without it. 

Rabbi Evan Moffic applies this wisdom to life in 
general. Too often we refuse to let something — a 
habit, a memory, a process — go, even when it no 
longer serves us. Thinking of our life as a book, we 
can cut out, edit or rearrange some pages or sentences 
to reflect our new learnings and growth. 

This is not always easy, but we don’t have to do it 
alone. “God is our ‘editor-in-chief,’” says Moffic, 
“and we are part of God’s story. [While] God … gives 
us free will to decide what to write on the pages of our 
lives, … God is always there for conversation and 
consultation. And God left us a great guidebook 
called the Bible. Its lessons make our writing shine 
with truth and beauty.” With God’s guidance, what 
will you “write” in the new year? 

 

 

Pursue Jesus — and your passions 
 

If you struggle with making and keeping resolutions, 
you’re not alone. It can be discouraging to focus on 
what you’re doing “wrong” and all the difficult 
changes in store. Yet January offers great 
opportunities to listen to God’s direction. After all, 
Jesus came to give us abundant life and wants us to 
pursue him. 

As you review the previous year, ask: What brought 
me joy? How did I grow? How did I help others? 
What did I do that no one else could have done? 
Whether your list includes spending time outside, 
mentoring or coaching young people or making crafts 
to give away or sell, continue doing what brings you 
joy. God gives us each unique gifts and 
circumstances, so live passionately for him this year! 
—Janna Firestone 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directory update 
 

Linda McDaniel has a new address.  It has been 
updated in the online directory or you may contact the 
office. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wisdom from MLK 
 

I am convinced that love is the most durable power in 
the world. It is not an expression of impractical 
idealism, but of practical realism. Far from being the 
pious injunction of a Utopian dreamer, love is an 
absolute necessity for the survival of our civilization. 
To return hate for hate does nothing but intensify the 
existence of evil in the universe. Someone must have 
sense enough and morality enough to cut off the chain 
of hate and evil, and this can only be done through 
love.  —Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet January 7th and 21st.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 

 

January 29   Souper Sunday!  
 

Chicken, beef and vegetable stock will be provided.  Bring your favorite 
soup ingredient to add to the pot.  You may also bring bread, crackers 

or a desert.  Plan to join your church family for food and fellowship. 
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Words of  thanks 
 
212 Christmas cards were delivered to patients in the 
VA Hospital.  Thank you for your participation in this 
morale-boosting program. —Military Care Committee 
 
Special thanks to Lynn and Margie James for their 
dedication in providing the beautiful seasonal 
decorations in the Sanctuary.  Thanks to all who 
helped with hanging of the greens. 
 
Thanks to everyone who provided gifts for  the Spirit 
of Christmas program last month.  I know your 
generosity blessed the nursing home residents.  
Hopefully it brightened your Christmas as well. 
 —Jane McMillan 
 
I truly appreciate the many well wishes and gifts of 
love extended to me during the Christmas season.  
—Jane McMillan 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Military birthday 
 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following January birthday: 
 

 

January 25 - Randy Welch 
 

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers.  Happy New Year!   - Military Care 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Compliment a stranger today. May you be an 
unexpected blessing to someone who needs 
it. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Do you have cabin fever?  Maybe just the winter 
blues? 
 
Consider joining the group meeting for games each 
second and fourth Wednesdays at 10:00 am in Reed 
Hall.  January dates are 11th and 25th. 

 

Proof  of  Light 
 
 
 

On January 6 Christians celebrate Epiphany, when 
the Magi came to worship baby Jesus. Epiphany, 
which means an appearance or manifestation, sym-
bolizes the first recognition of the Savior by non-
Jews. Because Epiphany also is a reminder that Jesus 
came as the light of the whole world, its symbols in-
clude light, candles and a star. 

How did the wise men know — and how do we know 
— that Jesus is the light of the world? As preacher 
George Buttrick said, “It would little avail to ask how 
we know. That would be like asking how we know 
that Beethoven’s ‘Hymn to Joy’ is joyous. If a man 
were to say, ‘It is not joyous to me,’ he would not 
condemn the music; he would tell only his morbid-
ness. There is no logic to establish an axiom, for an 
axiom is the basis of all logic; and the soul of Jesus 
has axiomatic truth. Jesus is light, and there is no 
proof for light except light itself.” 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If you can’t fly, run. If you can’t run, walk. If 
you can’t walk, crawl, but by all means, 
keep moving.”—Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 

 
 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Cassie Privitt 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Donna Davis  Barbara Spears         
Wayne & Jane Wilson     Karen Witchley            
    
 

Assisted Living                    Care Facilities                     
Jane Houdek  Don Clark 
W.D. Jones  Lolly Pinkston 
Dell Smith      
Ron Woodhull  
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


