
 

 

Dear Church Family,        
 
 Sometimes people accuse Methodists of being wishy-washy. We’re too broad in 
our definition of grace, too open with who can come to the Communion table, and 
too loose with how little water it takes to be baptized. However, the next time 
someone says this, I challenge them to understand the origin of the word 
Methodist. Quite simply, John Wesley and his 18th Century Holy Club got 
together methodically, receiving Communion together weekly, praying routinely, 
and studying scripture daily. They were derided for the very things that are a 
worthy mark of identity. They were Methodists because they were disciplined in 
their following Jesus. 
 

During Lent, it is always helpful to review our disciplines. What are the habits we 
choose to give up? What are the acts of mercy and means of grace we want to add 
to our daily walk? These are the questions that shape all Christians and their 
Lenten journey to the cross, but as Methodists they are our hallmark. 
 

 I want to commend an ancient Christian discipline called Lectio Divina to you. It 
is a Latin phrase that means “divine reading”. Unlike a Bible Study or a Sunday 
school, the purpose of Lectio Divina is not to approach looking at a scripture 
passage in an academic way. But it does involve a methodical approach of four 
steps. First, you read a scripture. Second you think about it. Third, you pray about 
it. Fourth, you contemplate how it applies in your daily life. 
 

 Jesus is quite literally the Word of God. And as the Word, it means that Scripture 
itself is the living word of God. This means that through the method of Lectio 
Divina Jesus is accessible for everyone. He is not limited to just a few people who 
have gone to school and have a special wisdom. As such, we should never let our 
lack of knowledge limit our pursuit of God’s word! 
 

Even if practicing Lectio Divina does grant us greater access to the Bible, it is still 
a spiritual discipline in that it requires practice. We can’t just roll out of bed and 
gain all we need. Our spiritual body is fed through small bites rather than eating a 
whole pizza in one sitting. We have to be intentional with how we approach 
scripture to bear the fruit of it. 
 

The Book of Psalms lends itself to Lectio Divina quite well. In fact, Psalm 1 
ultimately points us back to the joy of this discipline, “Blessed are those…[whose] 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. They 
are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.” - Psalm 1:1-4 
 
       Be Methodical and Prosper, 
       Pastor Don 
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Ash Wednesday Service 
 
In order to prepare our hearts and minds for the  
Lenten season there will be a service of imposition 
of ashes at 6:30pm, February 22.  Pastor will make a 
small cross on your forehead with ashes.  The ashes 
remind us of our mortality and sin, while the cross 
reminds us of Jesus’ resurrection (life after death) 
and forgiveness.  
 
Lent is a time of prayer, self-examination, and peni-
tence for Christians as we prepare to celebrate     
Easter.  It’s a time to re-focus our lives to be more in 
line with Jesus.  
 
We hope you will come join with us in this meaning-
ful service. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Love aces the test 
 
Author Adele Calhoun describes life as “our ‘open-
book’ test on love.” How can we ace it? 
In Invitations From God, she points out that daily 
decisions are the make-or-break factors: “Day in and 
day out as we plan, work, produce, commute and 
relate, we make life-altering choices to either love or 
neglect others.” 
 
For another study guide, reflect on St. Augustine’s 
timeless words: “What does love look like? It has 
the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to 
the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and 
want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of 
[people]. That is what love looks like.” 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It’s BEAR Season! 
 

Watch for sales immedi-
ately after Valentine’s 
Day if you plan to pur-
chase a cuddly bear (or 
more) for Cook Chil-
dren’s Hospital “Prayer 
Bear” ministry in June.  It 

is difficult to find bears in spring but hopefully they 
will be plentiful this month and prices are usually 
deeply discounted.  Bear in mind -- they only accept 
BEARS. 

 
 
 

 
 

A ladies event that has been well attended in 
the past.  Seating is very limited so be sure to 
watch for details in next month’s newsletter 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The river of  life 
 
The Red River of the North, in the north-central U.S. 
and central Canada, takes countless twists and turns.  
A close-up aerial photo or map shows its frequent 
sideswipes and U-turns. One could cross the river sev-
eral times without changing direction while hiking or 
biking along the border between Minnesota and North 
Dakota. You might wonder at points if it has com-
pletely turned back south — which raises another 
point: While most rivers flow south, the Red River 
flows north. 
 
Sometimes life meanders, but that doesn’t mean we’re 
off course. Sometimes we seem to be going in the op-
posite direction of most people, but that doesn’t mean 
we’re not headed the right way. Sometimes it feels 
like it takes us a long time to make progress, but that 
doesn’t mean we’re not moving. We might just be tak-
ing in more of life’s scenery! Follow your own unique 
trajectory, letting God, the creator of all rivers and all 
life, serve as the current that moves you ever onward. 
 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet February 3rd and 17th.  Feel free to  contact 
Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 
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Military birthday 
 

Please consider sending a card or making a call to 
celebrate the following January birthday: 
 

 

February 26 - Darryl Edgar 
 

Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers. — Military Care 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Great opportunities to help others seldom 
come, but small ones surround us every 
day.”  —Sally Koch 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spread the joy of  reading 
 
Some of you know that we have a Little Free Library 
in our yard, but did you know that we also have one at 
WestAid? Since we began in 2013, we have supplied 
more than 31,000 books to the clients there, all free of 
charge. In order to do that, we have to have a lot of 
help. If you have books that you have already read or 
may never read, consider passing them along so 
someone else can enjoy them, too. Novels, children’s 
books, cookbooks, and bibles are the most popular. If 
you have books you would like to donate, you can 
leave them at our house any time (1118 Usher St.) or 
let us know and we’ll pick them up. Your help would 
be greatly appreciated. —Bill and LaVerne Moore 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What’s in it for me? 
 
Communion takes on new meaning for me when Jesus 
calls himself the bread of life. The day after feeding 
the 5,000, Jesus explains, “Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life” (John 6:54, NIV). 
Many people stop following him after that, finding the 
teaching too difficult. Maybe Jesus is challenging 
people who claim to be his disciples but are in it just 
for the miracles. 
When I hear the Words of Institution, I ask myself if 
I’m a “What’s in it for me?” follower. Do I expect 
Jesus to merely impress me with answered prayers? Or 
do I trust him completely and serve him 
wholeheartedly? Am I like Peter, who, when asked 
whether I’ll leave too, replies, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life” (v. 68). 

 
 
 
 

 

Do you have the winter blues?  Do you just want to 
get away from the house for a little while?  Why not 
join a group for some fun, friendly game time?  They 
meet in Reed Hall at 10:00am the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month.  This months dates are 
February 8th and 22nd. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Love bites! 
 
Retailers eager to capture some of the $20 billion 
that Americans spend every year for Valentine’s Day 
gifts are moving beyond candy and flowers. For an 
outside-the-box edible present for that special some-
one, now you can purchase a bouquet of bacon roses, 
pickles or even Olive Garden breadsticks. If money 
is tight, you can visit Waffle House on February 14, 
the one night it takes reservations. 
 
In 2020, a most unusual Valentine’s Day promotion 
had no takers. A reptile park in Mosca, Colorado, 
offered a two-for-one deal on gator-wrestling clas-
ses, but no one “snapped” up the opportunity. Maybe 
another heart-shaped box of chocolates isn’t such a 
bad idea after all! 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
Janell Nowell 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Wayne Wilson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Donna Davis  Barbara Spears         
Wayne & Jane Wilson     Karen Witchley            
    
 

Assisted Living                    Care Facilities                     
Jane Houdek  Don Clark 
W.D. Jones  Lolly Pinkston 
Dell Smith      
Ron Woodhull  
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


