
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

          Henry David Thoreau writes,  
     ”Though I do not believe that a plant will spring up where no seed has been, I  
     have great faith in a seed... Convince me that you have a seed there, and I am  
     prepared to expect wonders.” 
 

     All of Creation is brimming with potential in the season of Spring. It is a time of 
awakening from slumber, of rebirth from the clutches of death. Thoreau, in 
contemplating the nature of a tiny seed, is able to see beyond his present 
circumstances. He needs just a little proof to get excited about what will await him 
in the garden or the meadows, in the fields and amongst the flowers. 
     It is a hard thing sometimes to rouse ourselves from sleeping when it has been 
so long since we have may have seen buds and blooms. But it is a verdant world 
we live in, rich with beauty and splendor. And it only takes a seed to start these 
wonders. 
     How are you sowing seeds of hope this month? Do you look at the world and 
see brokenness? Does it cause you to despair? Or does it remind you that you are 
called to be a gardener amid a world that seems to have forgotten it came from the 
Garden? 
     Maybe it’s the overworked barista at the coffee shop that needs a word of 
encouragement? Maybe it’s the neighbor who needs help picking up some 
groceries? Maybe it’s a stranger in the store who needs you to pray for them, even 
though you’re not sure you’ll do it “right”? 
     You want to scatter seeds in good soil. This Jesus teaches us in the parable of 
the sower. But sometimes we are so obsessed with making triple sure the soil is 
good that we don’t engage in hopefulness and sow anyway, anywhere, anytime. 
We are so worried with getting it wrong that we forget all the times the Holy Spirit 
will help us get it right.  
     Recently I have found myself speaking aloud this truth, “The prayers of our 
grandmothers long past are still at work in us today.” In other words, no seed of 
hope is ever squandered, even if it doesn’t appear to be growing fruit in this 
season. Perhaps you have planted for the next and it just takes a bit more watering. 
Perhaps it just takes a bit more sunshine and God has called you to keep shining 
light into the darkness. 
 

     The writer of Hebrews 11:1 puts it this way, 
     “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not  
     seen.” 
 

     Faith will come. First, let us tend the garden of our life. Let us scatter seeds of 
hope. For Jesus is coming, a seed up from the ground. They tried to bury him. But 
God is stronger than death! 
 

        Grace and Wisdom, 
        Pastor Don  
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A God with scars    
                      

If anyone has ever asked you why a loving God   
allows suffering, you’ve probably developed a the-
odicy. That’s a fancy word for defending belief in 
divine goodness despite evil’s existence. Theologi-
ans who tackle this profound mystery note that God 
himself wasn’t spared from pain. Despite his sinless-
ness as true God, Jesus endured crucifixion as true 
man. As proof of that sacrifice, his body was 
scarred. 

Those marks feature in a poem by English pastor 
Edward Shillito. Seeing wounded combatants return 
from World War I, he wondered how the Gospel 
could seem like good news to them. When Shillito 
realized that Christianity alone features a God who 
suffered, he wrote “Jesus of the Scars” to offer com-
fort and hope. The poem concludes: 

The other gods were strong; but thou wast weak; 
They rode, but thou didst stumble to a throne; 
But to our wounds only God’s wounds speak; 
And not a god has wounds, but thou alone. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“It's better to bite your tongue than to eat 
your words.”—Frank Sonnenberg  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Faith journey 
 

A family was heading on vacation: two little ones 
were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As 
Dad locked the house and Mom secured the garage, 
an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and 
spoke through an open window. “Where are you go-
ing?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are you 
taking?” the friend asked with a knowing smile. Of 
course, they had no idea. “Do you know where 
you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the night?” 
Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you 
traveling with?” The children broke into grins and 
shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!” 
 
On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely 
where we’re headed or how all our needs will be 
met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our 
loving God who is fully aware of the twists and turns 
ahead; the loving Parent who promises to care for us 
wherever we go. 

 

Resurrection faith 
 
In spring 2020, while Manhattan pastor Timothy Kel-
ler was writing a new book about Easter, the world — 
and his world — stopped. The coronavirus pandemic 
ravaged New York City, and Keller received a stage 4 
cancer diagnosis. Suddenly the theologian had to con-
front death head-on and reassess his views on eternal 
life. 

“I realized I only half-believed I was going to die,” he 
tells The Christian Post. “In some ways, I also only 
half-believed in the Resurrection — not intellectually 
so much, but all the way down deep in my heart. I re-
alized I needed to have a greater, a deeper faith in the 
Resurrection, both intellectually and mentally.” 

While undergoing cancer treatments, Keller took a 
deep dive into historical and scriptural evidence for 
Easter’s main event. He also prayed that the Holy 
Spirit would make the Resurrection, which can seem 
abstract, real to his heart. 

Facing your own mortality puts earthly things into 
clear perspective, says the pastor, and it’s a wake-up 
call for Jesus’ followers to act. “The Resurrection 
means that God has not at all given up on the world,” 
Keller writes in Hope in Times of Fear. “But beyond 
that, it gives meaning to suffering and gives hope that 
through the suffering will come healing. The Resur-
rection guarantees that this renewal is certain and is 
also a call for Christians to work now against what is 
wrong and unjust.” 
 

 
 
Prime Timer events are 
open to those 50+. 

 
Frances Covington hosts a Bible Study in her 
home every other Friday at 1:00pm.  They will 
meet March  3rd, 17th and 31st.  Feel free to   
contact Frances for more information at  817  
249-0084. 
 
Remember our home bound members and those 
in assisted living.  Please consider sending them 
a note or making a call to brighten their day.  
Missed someone in church for a few weeks?  
Please call to check on them. 
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Military birthday 
 

Please consider sending a card to celebrate the 
following birthday on March 2.  Dylan is Janelle 
Nowell’s grandson. 

 
                            Dylan Bryan  
                            116 Danzig Dr        
                            Kemper, TX 76539 

 
Remember to include all military personnel in your 
prayers. —Military Care 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Game Time 
 
 A group meets in Reed Hall at 10:00am the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month to play various 
games.  This months dates are March 8th and 22nd. 
Come join the fun and fellowship. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lighthearted blessings 
 

 May the hinges of your friendship never grow 
rusty. 

 

 May the luck of the Irish lead to happiest heights 
and the highway you travel be lined with green 
lights. 

 

 As you slide down the banister of life, may the 
splinters never point the wrong way. 

 

 May you be in heaven a full half-hour before the 
devil knows you’re dead! 

 

 May good luck be your friend in whatever you do, 
and may trouble be always a stranger to you. 

 

 May the good saints protect you and bless you 
today, and may troubles ignore you each step of 
the way. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Don't miss out on a blessing because it isn't 
packaged the way you expect. 
— Author unknown 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
“Be more concerned with your character 
than your reputation, because your charac-
ter is what you really are, while your reputa-
tion is merely what others think you are.” 

—John Wooden 

Ladies Bunco Night 
Thursday, March 16    6:30 pm 

 

Seating limited to 12 - register early 
 

Dessert and beverage served 

Contact Jane McMillan to register 
817 249-1257 

Donation $10   (payable at the door) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS - Please use this list during private prayer. 
 

Celebrations  

 
Remembrance and Celebration of Life 
Mae Dell Smith 

 
 
Ongoing need for prayer 

 
 

 
 

Amy Castleberry 
Randy Welch 
Phil Walker 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                         

Pastor Don Petty and family   
  

Our Country’s Leaders 
 

Church Staff and Lay Leadership 
 

First Responders 

 

   
 
 
 

Homebound 
Donna Davis  Barbara Spears         
Wayne & Jane Wilson     Karen Witchley            
    
 

Assisted Living                    Care Facilities                     
Jane Houdek  Don Clark 
W.D. Jones  Lolly Pinkston 
Dell Smith      
Ron Woodhull  
 
 
                          

Please inform the Church office of any changes to this list.   

Remember to keep members of our military 
and our nation’s leaders in your daily 
prayers. 


